
English overview week beginning 20th April 2020 

Monday 

 

LO: To understand what a sentence is 

What is a sentence? Talk about what you think a sentence is. Can you make a short list together 

of things you would expect to find in a sentence. 

Now watch this clip: 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/z97r2nb  

Go back to your list – were you right? Do you need to add or change anything? 

Play the Sentence Doctor game: 

http://www.sentenceplay.co.uk/SentenceDoctor.html  

Work out what is wrong with each sentence and write the correct version in your red book.  

If your child find this very difficult, ask them to tell you what they think is wrong when you 

read it to them, then you can write the correct version for them. 

Tuesday 

 

LO: To understand the difference between a statement and a question 

Play the penguin game – do we use a full stop or a question mark? 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/english/games/penguins_on_ice/big_no_sound/full2.sht

ml 

How do we know whether to use a full stop or a question mark? Discuss. 

Reinforce the idea that a statement, with a full stop tells us something. A question, using a 

question mark, is asking for information; a question needs an answer. 

Show your child the picture below of an area of the River Nile. 

Encourage your child to tell you something they can see: 

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/articles/z97r2nb
http://www.sentenceplay.co.uk/SentenceDoctor.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/english/games/penguins_on_ice/big_no_sound/full2.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/starship/english/games/penguins_on_ice/big_no_sound/full2.shtml


I can see a river. 

Ask your child what they would like to know about the picture: 

Where is this river? 

Make sure your child understands which is a question and which is a statement by asking them 

to punch in front of them at the end of a statement (we use this in class to show a full stop), or 

make the shape of a question mark at the end of a question. 

Extend (esp Y2) – write down 2 questions and 2 statements about the picture, making sure to 

end each sentence with the correct mark (question mark or full stop). 

Wednesday 

 

 

LO: To become familiar with a key text 

Look at the picture of the book cover below. 

Do you think it will be a story or an information book? 

What do you think the book will be about? 

Do you think you will like it? 

Practise asking each other questions about the book, making the shape of a question mark with 

your hand at the end of each question to remind yourselves that you are asking a question. 

Extend (and Y2) – write down your questions. You can keep checking back as we read the book to 

see if you have found answers to them!) 

 

Thursday LO: To make predictions based on what you already know of a text 

How could we find out more about a book before we actually read it? 

Suggest reading the blurb (the writing on the back of the book that tells a little bit about what 

we expect to find inside). 

Read the blurb on the back cover in the picture below. 



 

Find and point to all the capital letters. Why are these capital letters? (Some are names, some 

are to show the start of a sentence – can your child notice the difference? Can your child 

explain the difference? 

Work together to read the tricky words. (Remember, Egypt has 2 alternate spellings – g=j and 

y=i) 

Do you think you will like this book? 

Friday 

 

LO: To say what you do and don’t like about a book. 

To recognise rhythm and rhyme in spoken word 

All our work this term will be linked to our key text – ‘We’re Sailing Down the Nile’ by Laurie 

Kreb and Ann Wilson. You will notice that topic work is all connected to boats and rivers and life 

and land surrounding the River Nile. I have recorded me reading the story for you and uploaded 

the clip to our class story. I hope the link works for you all! 

After listening to the story, ask your child what they noticed about the story. This may lead to 

discussions about the rhythm and rhyme, or about the amazing places visited in the story. Can 

your child pick out words that rhyme? Does your child notice that there are phrases that are 

repeated throughout the story? Did your child like the story? Why / not? 

 

All the places in the story are real places along the Nile. To extend learning, you may want to do 

a quick Google search together to find out more about The Valley of the Kings, Tutankhamen, 

Egyptian mummies or the Sphynx. It really is a fascinating subject and there is a lot of child-

friendly sites. 

 



 



 



 



 


