
 
 
French 
 
Our unit this half term is ‘School Life,’ and we will 
learn key vocabulary related to school and objects. 
They will learn specific vocabulary of how to ask 
questions about school lessons and the equipment 
they need.  

History and Geography 

 
This term we will focus on the history of transport 
in the local area.  We will first look at how 
transport as changed before looking at canals and 
railways., before  looking at the positive and      
negative effects of railway development in the  
local community. 
 
Scientific and technological understanding 
  
This term we will be covering the topic ‘Living 
Things and Their Habitats’. unit They will learn 
about the classification of living things, including 
micro-organisms. The children will build on their 
work in Year 4 by sorting animals into groups based 
on their similarities and differences. They will  
extend their learning to find out about the stand-
ard system of classification first developed by 
Carl Linnaeus, choosing an animal and researching 
its classification. The children will have the            
opportunity to design their own ‘curious creature’ 
and classify it based on its characteristics. They 
will learn about micro-organisms, and conduct an 
investigation into the growth of mould on bread. 
Furthermore, the children will use play dough to 
create a new single celled micro-organism and ex-
plain how it is classified and why . 
 
PE 

This term we will be playing rounders and learn how 
to sprint, throw and jump in athletics. PE will be on 
Tuesday and Thursday afternoons, and they will 
need, black shorts, white t-shirts and trainers. 

 

 

 
 

 
Art and design 
In design, we will be creating a bridge out of  
paper. They will research and develop their ideas  
to see if their bridge and hold 100 pennies. 
 
 
Jigsaw 
 
This term, children will be learning about 
‘changing me’. They will learn that everyone is 
special and unique before learning about puberty, 
the changes that occur and conception.  
 
Religious Education 
 
We will be answering the question “How do   
Christians show their commitment to God” by 
evaluating which is the best way. 
 
 
Computing 
 
In this unit, we will develop our knowledge of 
‘selection’ by revisiting how ‘conditions’ can be 
used in programming, and then learning how the 
‘if… then… else...’ structure can be used to select 
different outcomes depending on whether a   
condition is ‘true’ or ‘false’. We represent this 
understanding in algorithms, and then by        
constructing programs using the Scratch       
programming environment. We learn how to write 
programs that ask questions and use selection to 
control the outcomes based on the answers    
given. We use this knowledge to design a quiz in 
response to a given task and implement it as a 
program. To conclude the unit, learners evaluate 
their program by identifying how it meets the 
requirements of the task, the ways they have 
improved it, and further ways it could be im-
proved. 

Maths 
 
This term we will be looking at position and     
directions, converting units of measure and     
volume. Children are introduced to coordinates 
for the first time and they describe positions in 
the first quadrant.  Children then multiply and 
divide by 1,000 to convert between kilometres 
and metres before applying their understanding 
of adding and subtracting with four-digit       
numbers to find two lengths that add up to a 
whole number of kilometres.  
 
English Fiction 
 
Children will have the opportunity to write a    
diary, letter and narrative based on a journey in 
South Africa.  
 
English work will be linked to our topic 
(transport) or reading book (Journey to Jo’burg) 
helping the children to deepen their                
understanding. As a school, we feel that if they 
can be encouraged to write creatively it will help 
them to understand the characters in the story 
and their motivation behind the words they speak 
and the actions they carry out. Children will con-
tinue to develop their use of a dictionary and 
thesaurus to help extend their vocabulary. 
 

In reading children will be developing their pre-
diction, retrieval, inference and comprehension 
skills involving looking at different types of ques-
tions and what skills are required to answer them 
as well as entering discussion based on our class 
novel (journey to Jo’burg).  
 

The book, by Beverley Naidoo, is a story of an 
adventure. Frightened that their baby sister will 
die, 13-year-old Naledi and her young brother 
Tiro run away from their grandmother to find 
their mother, who work in Johannesburg as a 
maid. Their journey shows the realities of apart-
heid, pass laws, racism, the breakdown of family 
life.  
 

Non-Fiction 
 
Pupils will be studying different elements of 
SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) which 
they will embed into their independent writing, 
such as relative clauses, prepositions, descriptive 
devices and expanded noun phrases. They will be 
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* Reminders * 

  
Snacks 
This year we will not be supplying snacks to 
purchase at break time but children can bring 
fruit to eat as a snack (no cereal bars). 
 

 
 
School times. 
 

During this current time, Class 8 will begin their 
day at 9:05am. You are welcome to stand with your 
child in the square to the right nearest the school 
gate if you arrive a bit early. From 9:00, your child 
will make their way down to the next square        
towards the school and line up. 
 
Home time pick up is at 3:15pm (as soon as the    
other children have left). Please remember to social 
distance and wear a face covering while you wait 
for your child. If your child walks home alone, 
please can you send a letter giving permission. 

If you need to have a word with your 
child’s teacher please arrange an     
appointment after school when they 
will be happy to discuss your questions 
or concerns. 

Homework 
Homework is given out to all children on a Friday 
and will need to be handed in by the following 
Wednesday and marked on Friday.  
 

Please can your child also read at home at least 
three times a week to ensure continued fluen-
cy. Ask questions about what they have read you 
can check their understanding. 
 

Spellings will be given out on a Friday for the fol-
lowing week. 


