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Class Teacher — Mrs Eager 
 

Topic 

We will continue with our History and Geography topic of ‘Local Transport’ for this half-term. 

This will include curriculum work in Art and Design Technology.  We will continue to look at how 

transport has changed over the years and how it is important to the people in the local area, 

moving onto canals, rivers and the airport.  

  

English 

Pupils will be studying different elements of GPS (grammar, punctuation and spelling). This will 

help to raise the level of their writing. The children will continue to develop their comprehension 

skills of reading for information during whole class reading sessions. They also have access to a 

wide range of non-fiction books from our class reading corner for quiet reading and independent 

topic research. We are fortunate enough to receive library loan sets to supplement our school 

resources, on non-fiction themes.  

 

English Fiction 

Our class text this half-term is ‘Around the World In 80 days’ to encourage the children to 

write an adventure story, using different forms of transport.  Children will have the opportunity 

to write descriptions of characters and setting, whilst telling an adventure story in sequence.   

 

Non-Fiction 

The children will be writing information texts, newspaper articles, non-chronological reports and 

recounts linked to our Science, History and Geography topics. 

  

 Mathematics 

This half-term we will finish our unit on Measurement of Money.  We will be learning how to add, 

subtract and order money as well as converting between pounds and pence.  We will then move 

onto Measurement of Time.  The children will learn how to read time to the nearest minute; 

recognise am and pm; be a to read the 12 and 24 hour clock; and convert between analogue and 

digital forms of time.  We will do a short topic on Statistics, collecting, recording and reading 

date through the use of line graphs.  Our final unit will be Geometry, where we will identify 

different types of triangle and quadrilateral; revise knowledge of the properties of 2D shapes 

and learn about 3D shapes; learn how to measure and compare angles; and recognise positions on 

a grid, including grid references, which links to our Geography topic.  

 

History and Geography 

The Summer term will have a focus on Local Transport, identifying how the introduction of 

different forms of transport changed the local area of Mexborough and Doncaster.  We will look 

at the railways, and investigate the importance of Doncaster Plant Works in the national story of 

the train.  We will explore the routes from Mexborough to other towns in the country.  We will 

also look at the rivers and canals, especially how important they were in transporting goods from 

the industrial towns to other areas. Due to covid-regulations, we are still not able to go on any 

visits, but hope to be able to explore the local area in the last few weeks of the year.   



 

Art and Design 

As a link to the History topic, the children will design, make and evaluate a model of a form of 

transport. This will include using equipment such as hand-saws and glue guns.  This will be done in 

small groups with high adult support. They will be able to personalise this model with their 

painting and art skills, using a variety of paints and other media, then test it to compare speed, 

suitability and durability. 

Linked to our Science topic, the children will design, make and evaluate a habitat for the 

creatures in our school grounds, such as a bug hotel or bird feeder. This will be made using 

recycled materials and maintained throughout the year. 

 

Science 

Through a unit called ‘Livings Things and their Habitats’, the children will be taught to: 

• recognise that living things can be grouped in a variety of ways  

• explore and use classification keys to help group, identify and name a variety of living 

things in their local and wider environment  

• recognise that environments can change and that this can sometimes pose dangers to 

living things. 
 

We will be identifying that living things can be divided into groups based upon their 

characteristics; recognising that environmental change can positively or negatively affect a 

habitat and that changes can be natural or caused by humans.  We will also explore how 

organisms are affected in different ways by environmental change and how conservationist work 

can help promote the protection of the environment.   

 

PSHE 

This half-term’s Jigsaw topic is RSE (Relationship and Sex Education).  At New Pastures, our 

approach goes beyond provision of biological information to focus on clarifying attitudes and 

values, and developing self-esteem and the skills to manage relationships. 

 

A copy of the school’s RSE policy, as well as the Jigsaw planning for this topic, has already been 

sent on Class dojo.  If you would like to receive a paper copy, or would like to discuss this unit, 

please speak to me.  As we have a mixed year group class, the Year 3 children will be taught this 

unit separately, focussing on the Age 7-8 unit (How babies grow and how boys’ and girls’ bodies 

change as they grow older. Introduction to puberty and menstruation) 

 

I will cover the Age 8 – 9 unit with the Year 4 children, where they will learn about internal and 

external reproductive body parts. As we did not cover this unit last year due to lockdown, we will 

also recap about puberty and menstruation. Conception explained in simple terms.  

 

Religious Education 

To link with the PSHE Jigsaw programme, we will be following the ‘Discovery R.E.’ scheme.  Each 

year group will study Christianity and another World Faith throughout the year.   

This half-term we will return to our study on Christianity, with a learning question of ‘Do people 

need to go to church to show they are Christians?’  We will look at why people go to church, what 

special events take place there, what people do in church to create a special relationship with 

God, and how we can create a special place for ourselves.  
  



Modern Foreign Languages (French) 

This half-term we will focus on learning the names of animals and our family members, linking to 

our Science topic.  This will develop into the children being able to hold simple conversations 

with each other, asking and answering questions.   

  

PE kits 

Children need to bring PE kits to school on Monday, in preparation for their lessons.  The 

correct PE kit of white t-shirt and black shorts is expected along with appropriate footwear.   

This is especially important during the Summer Term, as we are often doing activities outside on 

the playground or field. All children must have appropriate PE kit and should not wear any 

jewellery including earrings. 

 

Homework 

Homework is given out to all children on a Friday and will need to be handed in by the following 

Wednesday. Creative homework linked to our topic will be set each half term.   

Please can your child also read at home at least three times a week and make sure they bring 

their reading record and reading book to school each day.  Spellings and times tables will be 

given out on a Monday for your child to learn ready for a test on the following Monday. 

 

School times. 

During this current time, Class 6 will begin their day at 8:55am. You are welcome to stand with 

your child in the square to the left, nearest the school, if you arrive a bit early. At 8:50am, your 

child will make their way down to the line where Mrs Robinson will be waiting for them.  Home 

time pick up is at 3:10pm. The gates will be unlocked at 2:55pm to allow earlier classes to leave. 

Please wait outside the gates until those classes have left.  Once the playground is clear, you are 

welcome to wait in the same square, on the left, nearest to the school building. The children will 

stand in the square nearest the school. Once we see you, your child will be free to join you. If 

you need to speak to Mrs Eager, please wait until the other children have left. 

 

Visits and Family Learning Sessions 

Due to current restrictions, we will not be having any family learning sessions or educational 

visits until further notice. 

  

Learning Behaviours 

All children at our school have a right to learn and reach their full potential. To encourage our 

children to continue developing the right attitude towards learning there are systems in place 

including rewards and sanctions. We always aim to focus on praising the positive behaviour 

demonstrated.  Our dojo system is an effective method of promoting positive behaviour. We 

have also introduced a traffic light system to encourage ‘green behaviour’. Children who display 

positive behaviour will remain on green. If inappropriate behaviour is shown, a warning is given. If 

the child does not make the right choice, their name will be moved to amber. Should the child 

immediately improve his/her behaviour and follow instructions given by an adult, their name is 

moved back up to green.  Any more serious incidents will result in their name being moved 

straight to red. Any child who stays on green all week will result in a message sent to parents 

with the good news. 

 



 

 

  

School Contact Details 

New Pastures Primary School 

Upper School 

Doncaster Road 

Mexborough 

South Yorkshire 

S64 OLT 

  

Tel:- (01709) 583271 

Fax:- (01709) 578092 

  

Headteacher: Mrs P. Belnavis 

Deputy Head teacher:  Mr T. Purdy 

 

If you need to have a word with your child’s teacher please arrange an appointment after 

school when they will be happy to discuss your questions or concerns. 

  


