
Learning Behaviours 
All children at our school have a right to learn and reach 
their full potential. To encourage our  
children to continue developing the right attitude       
towards learning there are systems in place  
including rewards and sanctions. We always aim to focus 
on praising the positive behaviour  
demonstrated. Our dojo system is an effective method of 
promoting positive behaviour. We reward children who 
have behaved well all week and tried their best with   
golden time on a Friday afternoon. School cinema treats 
happen every term for those children who receive at 
least 70% positive dojos. 
 
Mathematics 
This term will focus on length and perimeter.  We will also 
be focusing on multiplication and division and deriving  
multiplication and division facts. There is a lot of work in 
these areas of maths and many of the skills learnt in  
previous years will feed into them. We will have an      
emphasis on the learning of times tables. It would be   
beneficial if you could spend some time with your child 
practising times tables facts. There are lots of good  
websites you can use at home to support your child’s 
learning in this area  including ‘push the button’ which is a 
fun quick-fire multiplication game.  
 
Each week children will have opportunity to develop their 
number fluency, reasoning and problem  
solving. 
 
Scientific and technological understanding 
Children will be studying a topic called ‘Animals, including 
humans’. This unit of work looks at the different types of 
food that humans need and the importance of a balanced 
healthy diet to ensure our bodies get the nutrients they 
need. We will then explore skeletons in both humans and 
animals. We shall also investigate the bones in our bodies 
and look at how our muscles work, .    
 
 
 

History and Geography 
These subjects are all tied into our topic. Children will 
be looking at the different countries which make up the 
United Kingdom and will be finding out about the       
different capital cities. We will also be exploring and 
using the eight points of a compass and developing our 
atlas and map work. During our lessons we will also be 
investigating the physical makeup of the United Kingdom 
and how it is made up of different counties.    
 
Art and Design 
We will be using our class text of ‘Diary of a Killer Cat’ 
as a stimulus for our art and technology work this half 
term. We will be designing and making a cat carrier   
using a range of materials. Additionally, we will be     
developing our clay skills by  making models of clay cats 
linked to our class text.  
 
PSHE 
Our Jigsaw topic this half term is ‘Dreams and Goals’.  
 
Religious Education 
To link with the PSHE Jigsaw programme, we will be 
following the ‘Discovery R.E.’ scheme.  Each year group 
will study Christianity and another World Faith     
throughout the year.   
Year 3 will study Christianity and our learning challenge 
is ‘Could Jesus really heal people? Were these miracles 
or is there some other explanation?’ We will be                   
exploring some of Jesus’ miracles and discuss how   
Christians believe that these were miracles. We will also 
be looking at miracles in everyday life.  
 
 
Visits 
We are aiming to arrange a visit connected with our   
topic. As soon as this has been arranged we will let you 
know. 
 
Miss Cooke. Mr Harrison, and Miss Baldwin  

January 2020 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you have all had a lovely Christmas and have 
already made a great start to 2020!  
Our topic for this half term is ‘Can I use an atlas to 
name the countries of the UK and the cities?’  
This is a Geography led topic and we will be learning 
about the different countries, counties and cities 
which make up the United Kingdom. We will also be 
exploring the physical characteristics across the UK.  
 
English 
Pupils will be studying different elements of GPS 
(grammar, punctuation and spelling). This will help to 
raise the level of their writing. The children will be 
developing their comprehension skills of reading for 
information during guided reading. They also  have  
access to a wide range of non-fiction books from our 
class reading corner for quiet reading and independent 
topic research. 
Children will develop their use of dictionaries and   
thesauruses to help extend their vocabulary. 
 
English Fiction 
Our key text this half term is ‘Diary of a Killer Cat’ by 
Anne Fine. We will be using the text as our main  
stimulus for writing; focusing on diary entries and 
writing our own story based on events from the text.  
 
Non-Fiction 
 
Linked to our key text ‘Diary of a Killer Cat’ and our 
Science topic of ‘Animals, including humans’ we will be 
writing a non-chronological report about how to look 
after a pet care.  
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* Reminders * 
PE kits 

Each week your child will participate in PE sessions.  Our 
focus this half term is dance. Children need to bring PE 
kits to school on  Monday, in preparation for their    
lesson on Tuesday. We also ask that PE kits remain in 
school until Friday and that they are then taken home 
over the weekend.  
The correct PE kit of white t-shirt and black shorts is 
expected along with appropriate footwear. Please be 
aware that children wearing earrings, or other          
jewellery, will not be permitted to take part in PE. If 
you child has his, or her, ears pierced, please make sure   
earrings are removed for school or that tape/plasters 
are provided to cover the piercings during the PE lesson.   

  
All children must have appropriate PE kit 
and should not wear any jewellery including 

School times. 
The upper school doors open at 8:55am and close 
at 9am. The bell rings at 8:55 when the teachers 
meet the children in the playground. The children 
begin the day with morning activities that give 
them the opportunity to consolidate their learning 
in all areas of the curriculum.  
 
The end of the school is 3:15pm. Gates are opened 
at approximately 3:10pm. 
 
Morning session: 9am-12.15pm 
Afternoon session 1.15pm-3.15pm 

Homework 
Homework is given out to all children on a  Friday 
and will need to be handed in by the following 
Wednesday. Creative homework linked to our  
topic will be set each half term. 
 
Please can your child also read at home at least 
three times a week and make sure they bring 
their reading record and reading book to school 
each day. 
 
Spellings will be given out on a Friday for your 
child to learn ready for a test the following     
Thursday.  
 

If you need to have a word with your 
child’s teacher please arrange an  
appointment after school when they 
will be happy to discuss your questions 
or concerns. 


