
Maths 
Watch out for ’Furry Fridays’ this half term. Each  
Friday children are allowed to bring their bear into 
school to explain all their learning in maths.  Each 
week children will have opportunity to develop 
their number fluency, reasoning and problem solv-
ing. 
This half term we will be focusing on written 
strategies to help use solve problems using the 
four rules of n 
umber. We are beginning with multiplication and 
division which will lead us onto fractions. Our   
calculation policy is available on the school website 
and every child has a copy of it in their homework 
folder for parents to see.  
We will continue to solve problems and apply our 
maths skills in other curriculum areas such as 
weighing oranges for marmalade and working out 
costs of ingredients.  
Knowing number facts is a very important skill and 
class five will be challenged to the Ninja’ maths 
challenge. This will involve knowing different num-
ber facts by heart and earning coloured belts as 
they progress through each level. Please see the 
chart in your child’s homework folder. 
Scientific and technological understanding 
This is a real focus for us this half term.  
Through our scientific studies, we are going to be  
finding out about healthy living. We will be explor-
ing a balanced diet and the need for exercise. We 
shall be developing our scientific skills of observa-
tion, testing and recording through many different 
experiments. In Technology we are making our own 
healthy snacks and sandwiches. This will not just 
involve making them but also market research, 
packaging and advertising. Through our study of 
London, we will be deepening our understanding of 
large structures around the world-lots of challenge 
and resilience will be needed! 
We will be using our computing to skills to help  
research  and deepen our understanding across the  
curriculum. Al list of useful websites has been sent 
home with this letter.  

Geography 
To begin with, we will be finding out about the  
continents of the world as we plot Paddington’s 
journey from Darkest Peru. We will then focus on 
London and using lots of different map work skills 
to find out more about England’s capital city.  
  
Health and Wellbeing: 
As part of Jigsaw we will be discussing  our ‘New 
Goals ‘ for the new year  and ‘Healthy Me’ . The 
children will be learning how to stay healthy 
through diet and exercise and ways we can adopt a 
healthy lifestyle.  
‘Reflected’ is a programme the whole school are  
following which develops the children’s  
understanding of how they learn. We follow a 
weekly programme of lessons where the children 
are shown how they can deepen their understand-
ing of how they can be successful learners. They 
then use this on a daily basis to help them identify 
how to improve further. All, the children will be 
identifying areas they want to work on this half 
term and we will be sharing with parents how we 
are helping them to do this Eg. Additional learning 
sessions in small groups, focused group work in 
class etc.   
Religious Education 
This half term, we are finding out about  Judaism 
in Spring One and Christianity and The Easter 
Story in Spring Two. 
Parents- 
There will be several events this term for parents:  
SATs information meeting, book at bed time 
launch, family learning and  parent conference 
meetings.  All the dates will be sent on a separate 
letter shortly. 
 
 

Welcome back and a very happy new year to you 
all. This term we are reading stories about our 
friend Paddington Bear and his many adventures. 
English Reading 
The children will continue to explore and deepen 
their understanding of vocabulary and inference 
skills  with our whole class text ‘A Bear called 
Paddington’.  
In daily guided reading the children will continue 
to develop their comprehension skills through a 
variety of fiction and non-fiction within the ap-
propriate books band. 
We will be launching our ‘Book at bedtime’ in the 
New Year  and for year two there will be more 
activities for them to do when they have read a 
book. Class Four Book Corner has lots of new 
‘Chapter stories’ that can be borrowed to read 
with parents at home.  
English Writing 
Using  Paddington’s short stories, we are going to 
become letter writers when we send letters to 
Aunt Lucy in Peru.  We are also going to improve 
our use of different sentence structures when 
we write a set of instructions of how to look af-
ter this special little bear. We will be using our 
writing skills when we write reports about Pad-
dington’s home in South America and the city of 
London. 
Spelling and Grammar 
The focus will continue to be adding suffixes 
(different  endings) to create new adjectives and 
using the apostrophe and comma.   
In addition to this, children need to be secure 
when spelling year one and two  common excep-
tion words-the words that are frequently used 
and need to ne learnt using visual strategies. 
These words are available to take home to prac-
tise and most of the children are already  secure 
with these.  On Fridays, we will be sending home 
focus words for the week ahead.  
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* Reminders * 

PE kits 

Each week your child will participate in two PE 
sessions. Children need to bring PE kits to 
school on Monday and leave it in school until 
Friday.  

  
All children must have appropriate PE kit 
and should not wear any jewellery including 
earrings. 
 
 
 

School times. 
The lower school doors open at 8:45 am and 
close at 9am The children begin the day with  
morning activities that give them the  
opportunity to consolidate their learning in all 
areas of the curriculum.  
We openly invite parents to come and join 
their children in their activities. This is a time 
during which you can speak to the staff about 
your child’s progress or any concerns which you 
 may have. 
 
Morning session: 9am-12pm 
Afternoon session 1.pm-3.15pm 

Homework 
Each half term children are given a ‘take 
away’ homework menu. They are required to 
complete 3-4 of these tasks each half term. 
In addition to this, maths homework is set on 
the maths with parents website. Please see 
Mrs Bailey if you haven’t registered already 
for this.  
Please can you also read at least twice a week 
and make sure your child brings their   
planner each day.   


