
 
 

Can you find out about the different ways miners lit their 

way under the ground and draw a timeline from the oldest 

to the newest? 

How and why did things change?  

Imagine you were one of the children who used to work as 

a trapper down a coal mine. Can you write about your day? 

Imagine you had to get up really early every day to go and 

do your job. How do you feel? What do you actually do all 

day? How do you feel at the end of the day? Write your 

account like you are writing a diary. 

Create your own cast fossil. Cast fossils form when 

animals, plants and other lifeforms rot beneath the soil. 

This leaves a gap and creates a mold. Minerals fill the 

mold to create a fossil. You can create your own cast 

fossil by making an imprint with a twig or shell in a lump 

of clay. The hollow impression created can be filled with 

white glue. Leave the glue to dry. Once dry, the glue can 

be peeled away to create a cast fossil. 

 

Who invented the original miners’ safety lamp? Why 

did he invent it? What was special about the safety 

lamps? Why did these lamps make coal mining 

safer? 

Think about all the skills and strengths you would 

have to have to become a coal miner. Can you create 

a poster advertising for people to apply for the job 

of coal miner? You will need to include 

 What the job is 

 What the hours are 

 What skills a miner needs 

 What sort of a person they need to be (eg 

not afraid of the dark, strong etc) 

Mary Anning was the original fossil hunter. Work 

with an adult to research her work and life online. 

Where did she look for fossils? What did she find? 

Draw a picture of an old miners’ lamp. What were the old 

lamps called? Why didn’t they use torches?  

Coal mining was hard work. What sort of a person do you 

think you would have to be, to become a coal miner? 

Ferns have been around for over 350 million years and we 

can find many fossilised imprints of ferns. Collect various 

fern leaves from a local walk and make your own fern 

imprints with paint. 

Find out about an old miners’ lamp and draw a picture of 

one. 

Many coal miners are remembered as local heroes. Who is 

your hero, and why? 

Bake your own trace fossils. Follow your favourite biscuit 

recipe. Before you bake the biscuits, use a small plastic 

toy dinosaur (or other animal) to make footprints in the 

dough.  

 

Class 3 Spring 2  Homework Menu 
  You will need to choose five pieces from the ‘menu’ below to complete over the half term. After you have completed each one, bring it back to school.  The ‘Peri-ometer’ 

shows the difficulty or challenge the homework may offer. Homework can be a photograph or drawing of something you have done. All your pieces need to be done before 

the half term holidays.  You will still have maths home learning on the Maths with Parents website, reading and spellings sent home each week. 

 

 



 

 

 

  

 


