
4th November 2019                         Term – Autumn 2                         Foundation 1 

Dear Parents and carers 

Welcome back, we hope everyone had a lovely holiday and you are all safe and well.  

Good News Mrs Newby is returning to us so please join me in welcoming her back.  

Very important-Please make sure you apply for your child’s place in the Reception class 

for next September, closing date is 15th January 2020 but we advise you to apply now. 

Please apply on line @ 

 https://www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/schools/primary-admissions 

Our Topic’s begin with a question to encourage the children to be inquisitive. Our question 

for Autumn 2 is ‘Do we all Celebrate the same way?’  If you have had any recent family 

Celebrations we would love to hear about them and see any photographs you may be willing 

to share. The first two weeks are very busy with additional events so get ready for lots of 

information sharing from your children when they get home. 

Week 1 On Monday we will be making a Christmas Cake which will share with the 

Grandparents at the Grandparents Christmas party. Please note that on Tuesday 5th 

November I (Mrs Haycock) will be holding a meeting for parents to discuss ‘Writing 

development’. This meeting is very important so please do attend, 9am for the morning 

parents and 12.30pm for the afternoon parents. The meeting will last for approximately 15 

minutes then the children will join us for the practical side with fun new activities. The 

meeting will give you lots of ideas to help support your child at home.  

Our Celebrations topic starts with learning about bonfire night, we will be talking about 

fire safety and making junk model fireworks. If you have any empty kitchen towel tubes 

(not toilet rolls) we could use for the cylinder of the fireworks could you please bring 

them in before the parent craft session on Tuesday. We will be learning some bonfire 

night songs, remembering how to hold a sparkler safely (Pretend ones), moving like 

fireworks in P.E. as well as making firework pictures and making 3D models of rockets. We 

will also be reading the story ‘Stickman’, making pictures with natural objects found on the 

field and learning about Autumn. 

Week 2 As Monday is Remembrance day we will be talking to the children about why we 

wear poppies, we will also be making poppies for a class display. Poppies are on sale in 

school. Week 2 is also Anti-bullying week in school we will be talking to the children about 

what makes a ‘good friend’ and how we can be kind to each other. We will also be making 

‘Friendship bracelets’ for our friends. 

During this week we will also be learning about the festival of lights in India- ‘Diwali’ as 

well as finding out about our topic question. We will be making; Mendhi hand prints, Rangoli 

shape patterns and learning a Bollywood dance.  

Please note Friday is ‘Children in Need day’ so children will be able to come to school in 

stripes or spots or both for a suggested donation of £1 towards the Children in need 

charity. In Nursery we will have a Pudsey Bear competition where you can pay 50p to guess 

‘Find Pudsey’s treasure’, the prize is a tub of Chocolates. 

Week 3 This week’s mini topic is titled ‘What games did my Grandparents play?’ If we 

have any Grandma’s or Granddad’s or Great grandparents who would like to come in to show 

us how to play the games they enjoyed as children, we would be very pleased to have you. 

Or, if anyone has any old toys that we could borrow to look at, please talk to one of the 

https://www.doncaster.gov.uk/services/schools/primary-admissions


Nursery team. We will be learning about toys from the past, we have a small collection in 

school that we will be playing with and watching a video about toys from the past. 

Week 4 This week we will be talking about clothing people wear to different celebrations, 

if you have any pictures of celebrations e.g. christenings, weddings, birthdays etc. we 

would love to have a copy for a display. If you have any special clothing you would like to 

bring in to show us we would appreciate it. The children will be looking at Mrs Haycock’s 

wedding dress and various Indian clothing for Celebrations that we have in school. We will 

also be learning about Celebrations from around the World e.g. the special clothes people 

wear and the food they eat.  

Week 5, 6 + 7 I have held off talking about Christmas for long enough, so as we are 

entering December this week we will start our Christmas preparations. I have clubbed 

these weeks together because they are all on a Christmas theme. I have planned lots of 

creative activities for these weeks but what we get done will depend on how much support 

we get. If you could come in to help with making cards, decorations, calendars, baubles, 

trimmings, baking etc. we would be very grateful. If you are a little shy about helping, 

please don’t be we don’t bite and we even give you a cup of tea or coffee.  

We will also be learning about the Nativity story and learning lots of Christmas songs for 

our Concert. The Concerts will be on Monday 16th December @ 11.15am and a second 

production on Tuesday 17th at 9am. Wednesday 18th is the Nursery children’s Christmas 

Party day.  

Because we do not have many children in the afternoon Nursery for singing or parts in the 

concert, for these three dates 16th, 17th and 18th December, there will only be a Morning 

Nursery. Therefore all the Afternoon children need to come to the morning session on 

these dates only. We hope this does not cause too many problems as we feel the children 

will have a better time at their concert and party with more children to have fun with. 

As the children are very young we do not want to scare them with a huge audience so we 

only allow each child 2 tickets for the concerts, which means you will only be able to 

attend one of the days (if you come together) not both. As we know most children have 

very supportive Grandparents we hold a separate Grandparents party with songs from the 

concert plus other the songs the children would like to sing for you on Friday 13th 

December at 11am for the Morning children and 12.30pm for the afternoon children. 

 

Please don’t forget that if you have a problem or question about Nursery, come in to see 

Mrs Haycock. 

 

Thank you for your support 

Mrs Haycock, Mrs Newby and Mrs Foster Your Nursery team. 


