
Class Four home learning Reading and writing Week com. 4th May-18th May 2020 

Learning Challenge Question-Who lives in the wild woods?  

For the rest of this half term we are going to be looking at books set in woodland. We will be reading different books 

together-I will read them to you but will also provide links on you tube. Each day, there is reading and writing activity. Try 

to get the children to collect words and phrases that they can use in their own writing.  

Week com. 4th May the first book we are going to be reading is- 

'Little Evie In the Wild Wood' by Jackie Morris 

. 

 Little Evie stepped over the stile and into the wild wood. She followed the pathway her mama had shown her when she was 

young. It was cool in the wood. The pathway was clear. She could smell damp ground where her feet disturbed leaves that 

had fallen to earth. The trees made a tunnel to show Evie the way.   

In patches of sunlight butterfly wings brushed her face. Up they flew, towards the emerald light as golden leaves tumbled, 

turning together in a spiral dance. She could hear the leaves as they touched the earth. Small birds chattered. Insects 

hummed. The wind sang a soft song high in the tree tops. The woodpigeons called a soft voiced warning .’Be careful, Evie! Be 

careful, Evie!’ She looked back and could just see the bright gold of the field in afternoon sunshine, like a gold ring behind 

her.  



Deep in the wood the pathway was darker. Little Evie felt so small beside the ancient oak trees, twisted by age, heavy with 

leaves. She looked up and the sky was all green leaves, a forest roof high over her head. From deep in the wood a fox barked 

a sharp call.  

Her basket was heavy and the path seemed long. S o she sat for a while, listened to the bird song and the sound of the 

greenwood, leaves growing, twigs cracking, the rustle of beetles and the buzzing of bees, flutter of feathers. High above 

the leaf roof a mournful buzzard mewed.  

Deep in the wild wood the wind song was like the roll of an ocean. The pathway was dappled, dark, mysterious. Little Evie 

clutched her basket tight. She could feel eyes in the forest watching, waiting… 

Now the Pathway opened into a clearing at the heart of the wildwood. The sun was so bright. Dragonflies hovered over the 

long grass. At the edge of the clearing a cave, dark as midnight. ‘Excuse me, ‘ she said. No answer, but she thought she felt 

a low growl that made the earth tremble. Little Evie stood in the clearing. The evening sun kissed her face.  

Then out she came. Great eyes, the better to see her with. Great ears, the better to hear her call. Sharp teeth like 

daggers. Nose black as coal. She stood in the clearing before Little Evie, filling the world with wildness.  

Little Evie looked up into the amber eyes of the wolf. ‘Excuse me,’ said Little Evie, ‘but grandma sent me with these for you, 

a gift’. The wolf licked her lips. Evie held out the basket and pulled back the cloth. Shining inside like blood-red rubies, 

seven tarts with bright jam and golden pastry. In the clearing, in the middle of the wild wood, the wolf and Evie shared the 



tarts. So warm in the evening sun, so sweet. Little Evie stroked the wolf’s velvet ears, leant against her side, listened to her 

breathing. Around them the wild wood held its breath, waiting.  

When only the crumbs remained, the wolf lifted the basket. Little Evie tired now, climbed onto her back. The wolf was warm 

in the chill of the evening air. They headed back on the path through the wood, the trail of birds behind pecking golden 

crumbs. Through the old wood and the twisted oaks where the owls had begun their evening song, to the edge of the wild 

wood where the trees reached out into the field. Halfway between the cottage and the wood Little Evie turned. She could 

see the sun setting golden, caught on the tree tops. She could see the rising full moon glint on the wolf’s eye as she watched 

from the edge. Then she turned for home, along the pathway so familiar and there, at the cottage door, was her mama, 

waiting for her.  

 

 

 

 



 4th 

May 

One 

week 

Day 

One 

 Reading 

Listen and read to the story of Little Evie in the wild woods. As you read, try to think what will happen next.Make a list of all the 

words you are unsure of, guess their meaning and then use a dictionary to find out their meaning. Eg. Stile, disturbed.  What does 

this story remind you of?  

Writing 

Choose one part of the story and look carefully at the way Jackie Morris describes it. Can you draw the setting and label it with 

an expanded noun phrase (describing word and an object Eg. Damp ground, emerald light, golden leaves , tangled branches etc) 

 

 

Day 

Two 

Reading re-read the story. As you read, stop and think about what Little Evie can see, hear and feel. Use these sentence starters 

to help you discuss- ‘I think she feels … 

I think this because  ... 

She might also feel … because’ 

Go to You tube and search for films with woodland walks or even go for a walk in woodland nearby-what can you see, hear, touch, 

feel? 

Writing 

There are lots of creatures in the story, Can you collect a list of creatures and next to it write down the way it moves/ actions  

(verbs) and the sounds they make? Try this again for trees, plants and water.  

Here are a few ideas-decide if they are sounds or actions-croak, whistle, whisper, flutter, scamper, creak, buzz, crunch, crawl, 

hiss.  

Now try to use these words in sentences  

Eg. The golden dragon fly fluttered its pale wings.  

Did you notice I added ‘ed’ to fluttered for the past tense?  

Day 

three 

Reading-Try retrieving answers from the story to these questions  

Who tried to warn Evie?  

What do you think the word ‘dappled’ means? 



Which word in the story means very old? 

‘Little Evie clutched her basket tight’-How do you think she was feeling? Why?  

What is a ‘clearing’? 

Is the wolf male or female? 

Why did Evie take tarts to the wolf?  

Why do you think the wolf didn’t eat Evie? 

Do you think Evie’s granny and the wolf know each other? Why? 

Do you like the story? Why? Which is your favourite part? 

Writing What are similes? 

 Similes compare two things. They use the words like or as. They help to make a picture in the reader’s head. 
 

The car crawled along the road as slow as a snail.           The rain looked like teardrops on the window. 

Now read the story and search for similes. Can you make some up of your own? Eg. Wings like paper 

 

Day 

Four 

Reading-How is this story the same and how is it different to the traditional tale-Little Red Riding Hood?  

Writing 

After looking at woodland pictures and watching film clips or even after going on a woodland walk, can you write a description of 

yourself walking through the woodland. Remember to use 1.  longer sentences with lots of fabulous adjectives. 2. Similes  

Day 

Five 

Reading-Read aloud with expression to an adult. Remember to stop and take pauses at different points and make your voice sound 

really interesting. Can you think of other stories with wolves in them? Are they always bad? Can you remember the story I read 

to you ‘The True story of the Three little pigs’ by Mr A. Wolf? 

Writing 

Can you find the description of the wolf? Now try to draw your own wolf and label with adjectives and nouns. Challenge-Can you 

use similes?  

 



Week 

Two   

Day 

One-

three  

 The next unit of work is still about woodland but we are going to look at the Faraway tree by Enid Blyton. It has been 

covered in BBC bite size daily lessons. The access this unit- 

1. 1. https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons 

2. Click on year two and follow the English lessons  on 20th, 21st and 23rd April. 

 

Listen to Mrs Bailey’s story time on these days.  

Try to collect vocabulary as you listen to stories to describe the characters and the Far away tree.  

  
  

Four   Extension 

Can you draw the Magic Faraway tree and label the character’s houses.  

Can you make a list of words that mean ‘big’ ? 

Can you make up similes to describe the tree Eg. It was as tall as a skyscraper 

Can you draw the characters and write a description? Use lots of adjectives-Silky the fairy, Mr Whatshisname, The 

angry pixie, Moonface. 

Five After listening to different stories, it’s time to invent your own land. Try drawing and labelling the land. 

Think about Who would you meet there? What would you see, hear and feel? 

Draw and label your own land. Think about whether or not it is a nice place to visit or an unpleasant place. 

Week 

three 

 This week try to plan and write your own story about a far away tree adventures.  

I have put a box it up planning sheet underneath this planning.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/dailylessons


Remember to- 

Use lots of describing words 

Use different conjunctions 

Try to use commas, exclamation marks and question marks 

After you have planned, you need to write a chunk of the story each day and re-read it. We always take out time writing 

stories in class and keep reading each section aloud and think of ways to improve it. When it is finished, you could ask an 

adult to video you reading it aloud and send it to me.  

 

Resources for this unit of English 

Star words are words we are trying to use in our writing. They need to be words that are new to us and words we wouldn’t 

normally use. A good resource for this is a thesaurus-you can find on line ones.  

Star word  Break it into syllables  Write it into a 

sentence  

Draw a picture to 

remind myself  

What does it mean?  

Eg. Sinister  Sin/i/ster Grandma had a sinister 

look on her face.  

 When something is 

quite scary. 

     

 

     

 

     

 

 

 



 

 

 

Box it up story planner  

Start-Who? Where do they live?  

Beth, Rick, Frannie, Jo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is it like in the Enchanted Wood? 

Who do they meet at The Faraway Tree? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is the land like at the top? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do they escape from the land? 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Grammar and punctuation activities to support this unit of learning 

https://superbrainybeans.com/english/punctuation/year-2/    -variety of punctuation activities 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkxxsbk    

 -a lot of grammar activities for the children to practise including work on verb tenses which is useful for story 

writing   

Spelling- 

 Better to spend 10-15 minutes each day on these spellings  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkxxsbk 

Compound words 

Words with pre fixes 

Words with suffixes 

Words ending in -ly  

Homophones  

Further spelling on 

https://superbrainybeans.com/english/punctuation/year-2/%20%20%20%20-variety
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkxxsbk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkxxsbk


Phonics play Username-march20   Password-home  

https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/assets/resources/shared 

 

Further reading- 

Banded Readers 

I have registered the class with Oxford Owl. If your child logs on to this site they can use our class log in- 

Newpasturesclass4  Password- Meerkat4. They can find ‘e’ readers on different books bands.  

Further reading sites 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/ 

https://authorfy.com/ 

 

https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/assets/resources/shared
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://authorfy.com/

