
English overview week beginning 11th May 2020 

Monday 

 

LO: To check that what I have written makes sense. 

A key skill for Year 1 writers is for them to be able to read what they have 

written and spot if it doesn’t make sense. They need to be able to work with an 

adult, or friend, to correct parts of their sentence that don’t make sense and 

then another go. This skill is actually very tricky for young children, so don’t be 

surprised if your child is convinced their sentence makes sense, even when it 

doesn’t. It is very to read what we think we have written rather than what we 

have actually written and have to train our brains to look out for errors! 

Try this game first to get your brains in gear: 

https://www.roythezebra.com/reading-games/sentences-that-make-sense-1-

1.html  

Try writing some sentences for your child with some small errors in to see if 

they spot them: 

I want to the shops. 

I like eat cake. 

They will here. 

If they get really confident, ask them to write some silly sentences for you with 

a mistake in and see if you can spot it. 

Tuesday LO: To begin to innovate a story 

When we innovate a story, we use a familiar story and adapt it and make it our 

own. So we are going to use ‘We’re sailing down the Nile’ as a base to create our 

own story. We are going to try and create a similar pattern and include ideas 

from our own surroundings in Mexborough and along the Don. I had hoped that 

our journey on the Sprotbrough Boat could have offered us lots of inspiration 
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for this, but sadly, this cannot be right now. So, research and our imaginations 

will have to lead the way! 

If the original version repeats: 

Climb aboard the river boat, we’re sailing down the Nile, 

What could our repeated refrain be for our new version? 

(ideas – Climb aboard the river boat, we’re sailing down the Don. Climb aboard 

the big red bus, we’re going into town. Climb aboard your dad’s new car, we’re 

going into Mexborough) 

Have fun together thinking up different ideas and then decide which one you are 

going to use as the repeated sentence in your new story. You will need to decide 

where your journey is going to take you, and how you will get there (what sort of 

transport). 

Work together to write down your repeated sentence, ready to use for your 

story.  

You could add it to the back of your book mark, then you will have a useful 

resource to use to write two different versions of the same story. 

 

Wednesday 

 

LO: To innovate a familiar story 

 Today is research day! Now you have decided where your journey will take you, 

you need to find out what you would see on the way.  

Use a Google search to look for places you may see. (click into the results for 

images) Make sure you discuss internet safety first, and that your child 

understands how to keep themselves safe when using the internet (telling an 

adult if they see something they don’t like, not sharing their personal details, not 

clicking on something if they don’t know what it is etc). 



 There is a virtual journey down the River Don from Mexborough to Sheffield 

here - http://www.penninewaterways.co.uk/sheffield/sy40.htm  

Spend some time choosing the places you want to visit on your way – if you don’t 

know the names of the places, it is fine to make up a name!  

It would be useful for the adult to make a list of these places ready for 

tomorrow.  

If you would like a computing challenge, you could copy and paste the pictures 

together into a word document and save it ready to remind you tomorrow. 

       

Thursday 

 

LO: To use some story language in my own writing 

Today you are going to use your list, or your pictures that you copied and pasted 

to draw, or make a model of, your journey. It doesn’t have to match the journey 

in real life, just have some fun creating your own journey. Decide the order and 

keep talking about it together as your child is making or drawing. There is no 

right or wrong way to do this, let them use their imagination and just have fun 

with it. If they have enjoyed this part, and really made the journey their own, 

they will be much more likely to want to have a go at writing it down! 

 

Friday LO: To use some story language in my own writing 

To say out loud what you are going to write. 

Today you are going to try and start building your own story, using the same 

pattern as the original book. This isn’t easy, so it is worth taking plenty of time 

over it – there is no rush. Today we will just be talking through the story. It is 

real important at Year 1 and 2 that children can say their sentences before they 

write. Often, children will want to rush into writing a sentence before they are 
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really sure of what they want to write, and then they get lost half way. Lots of 

talking and practising saying a sentence first make all the difference! 

Remind yourselves of the different places on your drawing or model. Make sure 

you know where your journey starts and where it ends.  

Remind yourselves of the sentence that will be repeated throughout the story, 

similar to the original. 

Can you mark off on your drawing, or model, each place that you think you will be 

saying your repeated sentence in your story. 

For example, your story might start at school: 

Climb aboard the big red bus, we’re going into town. 

We start at New Pastures Primary, where we do all our work. 

Climb aboard the big red bus, we’re going into town. 

Now we smell the chip shop, with the best chips around! 

Once you have marked off where you will repeat, have a go at starting to tell the 

story. Take it in turns – it may be easier for the child to say the repeating line 

first, with adult adding in the places. Then when your child is more confident, 

you could swap roles. The aim is to build up plenty of ideas so that when we come 

to write, they will already be there in your child’s mind.  

Try to build up a rhythm as you tell your story together as this will help your 

child write accurately as well. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


