
 
 

 

New Pastures Primary School Consultation Meetings and Google 
Survey Questions and Feedback 

 
 
 
Unions Consultation Meeting  
Wednesday 12 May 2021 
2:00pm  
 
Question Will the school holiday pattern for Venn be imposed? 
Answer  No, it is up to Headteacher and the school community.  
 
Question Surplus or deficit  
Answer  The school has a budget surplus at present and is anticipated to be in the same 

position at the point of conversion. 
 
Question Who is the current HR Provider? 
Answer  Advanced HR  
 
 

****************** 
 
 
Staff Academy Conversion Consultation Meeting  
Wednesday 12 May 2021 
3:20pm 
 
Question Will email addresses stay the same? 
Answer  No, they will become Venn ones firstname.surname@vennacademy.org  
 
Question Do we have to use Twitter? 
Answer  No, there is no expectation all schools Twitter it will be up to the school to 

determine. 
 
Question Data, how many times do you collate data through the year?  
Answer  This varies across the schools in some it is three and others up to five. The collation 

is based on the trust wide practice however, the frequency may vary from school to 
school.  

 
Question If we find an issue with personal data / pension what should we do?  
Answer  In the first instance raise this with the school business manager who will check your 

queries. If items need updating this will be done for you via the business manager 
and if necessary payroll will also be updated. School will then communicate any 
amends at the end of the consultation so the council have an accurate data set.  

 
****************** 
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Parent/Carer One Consultation Meeting  
Tuesday 4 May 2021 
4:30pm  
 
Question Split classes, will that continue?    
Answer  Yes, they will. At present the numbers will not change and therefore split classes will 

need to continue.  
 
Comment  We were nervous initially.  Spoke to teacher and they put mind at rest and after 

hearing today I think it will be good for the school.   
   
  

****************** 
 

 
Parent/Carer Two and Community Consultation Meeting  
Monday 17 May 2021 
5:00pm  
 
Question Is there a timeframe to changes being made i.e., unform, name, holidays? 
Answer  There are no plans to change anything that will effect families as a result of the 

conversion. We would expect the same uniform, name and holidays unless you told 
us otherwise during the consultation.  School holidays/term times have just changed 
and wont again unless staff, government and parents want it to.  

 
 
Question What are risks?  And how do you ensure we get the finances that are meant for 

our children? 
Answer  The school would be given a budget as it is now except it would be Venn passing the 

budget through not the local authority. Venn are transparent around their 
expenditure and report annually to local governing bodies on how it has made an 
impact on children (this is also covered in the annual accounts which are returned 
every December to companies house). Venn is financially very strong and annual 
accounts are available on the Trust website www.vennacademy.org should you wish 
to review.  

  
 The main risk as we see it would be change in leadership but neither school nor 

Venn have any plans to change their leadership structures. Leaders in school will be 
responsible for the day to day running of the school now working alongside the 
governing body. The schools governing body will also be retained. The main risk for 
conversion will be surrounding the legal transfer of the land and buildings. We will 
work with the local authority to address any challenges we face but hopefully if 
there are any this would not compromise the proposed conversion date of the 1st 
September.  
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Question Consultation who bares the cost of conversion?  
Answer  When the Headteacher Board approved the application they release a one-off grant 

of £25k to cover conversion costs. This includes any project management, legal fees 
as well as finance systems, ICT and surveys which are required. 

 
Question Finance efficiencies, what does that mean?  
Answer  Being part of a larger group of schools and an Academy Trusts means we can be 

prudent and efficient in how we procure our goods and ensure value for money. 
Financial efficiencies at Venn are sought by collective buying power where possible 
as well as delivery of services centrally for example, Venn deliver some services in 
house i.e. HR, finance and clerking all schools access the same finance and 
management information system. 

 
Question Costs, per child funding.  Will class sizes change?  
Answer  Pupil place funding remains the same as it is now and class sizes will not change as a 

result of this proposal. 
 

****************** 
 

 
Online Google Survey Comments and Questions 
 
Comment  No. No. No. No. Academy's have not and will not ever work. I moved my child from 

an academy school (I use the term school loosely), one where the teaching was 
below par, one where bullying was left to fester and one where the academy were 
stealing funds from the very children they were supposed to be teaching. New 
Pastures Primary is a school where I feel proud to send my son, one which has been 
allowed and able to prosper without the interfering hands of outside forces who 
could not care less about the children or the staff within it. I cannot express how 
disappointed and angry I feel that it looks likely that New Pastures could be going 
down the same street as the other schools in Mexborough. There is absolutely no 
reason to change the dynamics of the school, pay a bunch of strangers to come on 
board which, lets be honest will result in less funds for the kids and more funds for 
the business, oh sorry I mean the academy. 

 
Comment  It is a very positive move for New Pastures- exciting times ahead. 
 


