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Mathematics 
Key learning in our maths     
mastery journey this half term     
includes: 
• Counting on to add small 
amounts 
• Counting back to subtract small 
amounts 
• Using number bonds/known 
facts to add 
• Using number bonds/known 
facts to subtract 
• Using the ‘Make ten’ strategy to 
add 
• Using the ‘Make ten’ strategy to 
subtract 
• Knowing and ordering the 

months of the year 
• Sequencing daily activities in 

chronological order 
• Exploring and using the language 

of minutes and seconds 
• Telling the time to o’clock and 

half past on an analogue clock 
• Reading and writing the time to 

o’clock and half past 
• Solving problems involving time 
• Describing whole turns and half 

turns with reference to the 
clock 

 
 

 
Thank you for your continued  
support, 
Mrs Mason, Miss Hodgson and Mrs 
Carr. 

 
Design and technology 
We will be using our design skills 
to plan and create aeroplanes 
using different materials and 
methods of joining. 
 
P.E. kit 
Please make sure you return 
your child’s PE kit to school and 
leave it on their peg so that it is 
always available.  
 
Coats and wellies 
Children should have a jumper 
or cardigan and coat in school   
every day!   Please also make 
sure children have a hat and 
gloves, clearly  labelled with 
their name, particularly on  
colder days. 
 
 



 

 
Phonics  
We will continue to practice the 
phonemes, graphemes and tricky 
words we have already learned and 
will also explore alternative ways of 
spelling some of the phonemes we 
have already met. For example, the 
f sound represented by gh in cough 
or ph in phone.  
 
 
English 
Our focus text for this half term 
is Naughty Bus by Jan and Jerry 
Oke.   It is a fantastic story about 
a child’s present and we will be    
using this as a focus for our English  
activities.  We will also read books 
from other cultures such as The 
Polar Bear Son and Ponko and the 
South Pole.  We will base some of 
our writing on our topic work,   
writing fact files about early     
aviators such as  Amelia Earhart 
and Amy Johnson. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back and Happy New 
Year! We hope you have had a 
lovely Christmas break and are 
well rested ready for the start of 
another busy term!  We would   
also like to take this opportunity 
to thank you for the lovely gifts 
we received — it was very 
thoughtful of you. 
 
Topic 
We have a focus on geography 
and history this half term.  In 
history we will be finding out 
about significant individuals in 
early aviation. In  geography we 
will be learning about cold places 
in our world, such as the polar   
regions, finding out about the   
animals that live there and how 
they survive in their harsh       
environment. 
In art we will be making            
observational drawings of        
aircraft and experimenting with 
paint and texture in our winter 
trees pictures. 

Reading 
Remember daily practice is key to 
your child making progress in 
their reading.  Change their book 
regularly—if you are uncertain 
which book box to use you can 
ask a member of staff or check 
the chart on the wall.  It is      
important that children take the 
right book to practice so that it 
is sufficiently challenging without 
being too hard. We want to build            
confidence and enjoyment!  
Please record in the Home-School 
Liaison book when you have read 
with your child at home.  Let us 
know what they did well and any 
problems they encountered.  
 
Common Exception Words 
Please continue practicing      
common exception words and    
the phonics words with each 
week’s spelling patterns. Any 
problems, please ask! 


