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Learning Behaviours 
 

We always aim to focus on praising the positive behaviour demonstrated. We have also introduced a 

traffic light system to encourage ‘green behaviour’. Children who display positive behaviour will remain 

on green. If inappropriate behaviour is shown, a warning is given. If the child does not make the right 

choice, their name will be moved to amber. Should the child immediately improve his/her behaviour 

and follow instructions given by an adult, their name is moved back up to green.  Any more serious 

incidents will result in their name being moved straight to red. Any child who stays on green all week 

will result in a message sent to parents with the good news. 
 

 

 



Maths 

This half term we will again be plugging any gaps missed during lockdown. We will be looking at 

multiplication and division including multiples, factors, square and prime numbers.  

 

I always try to put the lessons that have been taught on dojo, so if your child is off, please look at 

the lessons they have missed and try to go through it with them. 

 
 

Scientific and technological understanding 
  

This half term, pupils will be studying ‘Evolution and Inheritance’.  

 
This unit builds on the children’s learning from the Year 3 Rocks unit as well as the Animals including 

Humans and Living Things and their Habitats units. As such, it is important that children have the 

appropriate understanding of fossils, habitats and human development in order to grasp the concepts 

and ideas presented to them in these lessons. Children will learn about variation and adaptation. They 

will be able to explore how both Charles Darwin and Alfred Wallace separately developed their 

theories of evolution. They will examine the scientific evidence from plants and animals that has been 

gathered to support the theory of evolution.

  

History and Geography 

Children will continue to study the Americas to identify who lived there and why European people 

settled there. They will also look at ancient civilization of the Mayan, comparing and contrasting their 

lives with their own and look at the transatlantic slave trade. 

 
 

Art and design 

Children will be creating a Native American blanket. They will research the patterns and colours they 

will need; design and make a mock up; create and finally evaluate their final blanket. 

 
 

PSHE 

As part of Jigsaw we will be discussing ‘Celebrating difference’ and ‘Bullying’ during anti-bullying week. 

They will learn that everyone is different and how to give and receive compliments. 

 

Religious Education 

During our study of Christianity, children will be learning to evaluate different versions of the 

Christmas story and that stories can be true in different ways.   

 
 

 

PE 

For the foreseeable future, we will have PE slots on a Thursday afternoons. Please make sure your 

child has their kit as we will be doing Gymnastics.  

 

In December, Year 5 SHOULD be starting their swimming lessons. We will send out the relevant 

information and letters to complete, after the current lockdown has ended and we know what is 

happening with swimming. 
 

The correct PE kit of white t-shirt and black shorts is expected along with appropriate footwear.



 

English Fiction 
 

Children will have the opportunity to write letters, stories and diaries based on our class book ’Holes’ 

by Louis Sachar.  

 

English work will be linked to our topic or reading book helping the children to deepen their 

understanding. As a school, we feel that if they can be encouraged to write creatively it will help 

them to understand the characters in the story and their motivation   behind the words they speak 

and the actions they carry out. Children will continue to develop their use of thesauruses to help 

extend their vocabulary. 
 

In reading children will be developing their    comprehension skills involving looking at different 

types of questions and what skills are required to answer them as well as entering discussion based 

on our class novel. 
 

Non-Fiction 
 

Pupils will be studying different elements of SPAG (spelling, punctuation and grammar) which they 

will embed into their independent writing, such as relative clauses, modal verbs, colons and semi-

colons in a list. 

 

Homework 
Homework is given out to all children on a Friday and will need to be handed in by the following   

Wednesday.  
 

Please can your child also read at home at least three times a week to ensure continued fluency. 

Ask questions about what they have read you can check their understanding. 
 

Spellings will be given out on a Friday for the following week. 

 

 

School times. 
 

During this current time, Class 8 will begin their day at 9:10am. You are welcome to stand with your 

child in the square to the right nearest the school gate if you arrive a bit   early. At 9:10, your child 

will make their way down to the next square towards the school where Mrs Faley will be waiting for 

them. 

 

Home time pick up is at 3:20pm (as soon as the other children have left). Please remember to social 

distance and wear a face covering while you wait for your child. If your child walks home alone, please 

can you send a letter giving permission. 

 

* Reminders * 

Snacks 

This year we will not be supplying snacks to purchase at break time but children can bring fruit to 

eat as a snack (no cereal bars). 
 

If you need to have a word with your child’s teacher please arrange an appointment after 

school when they will be happy to discuss your questions or concerns. 


