
English activities weeks commencing 20.4.20 and 27.4.20 

Please register with https://www.getepic.com/ which is offering free access until the end of June.  It is 

American, so there are some differences in spelling but this website has books and videos which 

might help you with our pirate research project ‘Can anyone be a pirate?’  

In the middle of separate pieces of paper write down these questions: What do you think you 

already know about pirates?  What would you like to find out?   

Write down your ideas and questions around the outside (like a mind map). Your child might need help 

with question words such as what, who, when, where, why, how or did.  If they are finding it hard to 

think of questions you could think out loud and say ‘I wonder …’ to prompt them.  Over the next two 

weeks I would like you to write some fact files to answer your questions about pirates and to start 

you off I have some questions: 

Are there any famous pirates? Could women be pirates? 

You will need to include key facts, such as when or where they were born, when and how they died and 

interesting facts.    There is a power point about some famous pirates which I will upload and you can 

use the internet – as always, children should only use the internet with appropriate adult supervision.  

These websites have some useful information for your research: 

 https://www.rmg.co.uk/discover/teacher-resources/stories-from-the-sea/pirates 

 https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/pirates/ 

http://smugglerscove.ie/fun-facts-about-pirates/ 

http://www.history-for-kids.com/pirate-facts.html 

When you write remember these key ingredients: 

 All sentences begin with a capital letter, have spaces between words and end with a stop 

 If your sentence is a question it should end in a question mark 

 If you are including exciting facts your sentence will end with an exclamation mark 

 When you are writing about things that have happened in the past we add the suffix –ed 

to form the past tense (or if the verb already ends in e, we just add –d) (Year ones) 

 Use your word mats to help you spell tricky or Common Exception words 

Pirate stories 

There are lots of story books about pirates on https://www.getepic.com/ which are at a good level for 

more confident readers to read reasonably independently or for shared reading, such as the Pirate 

Kids chapter books.   

Year one children should also see the booklet of activities for practising the spelling, punctuation and 

grammar in the year 1 curriculum.  There is nothing to stop Reception children having a go at these 

activities too if they wish, of course! There are 5 weeks’ worth of work in the booklet with a few 

activities for each week which can be done alongside the activities below.  You should be able to do 

the activities without printing anything off.  Some of the activities use extracts of texts and poems 

which are at the end of the document.  It also refers to a website which has lots of book extracts on 

called https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/ which can be used by all children. You will need to register for 

free to use it.    

https://www.getepic.com/
https://www.rmg.co.uk/discover/teacher-resources/stories-from-the-sea/pirates
https://www.dkfindout.com/uk/history/pirates/
http://smugglerscove.ie/fun-facts-about-pirates/
http://www.history-for-kids.com/pirate-facts.html
https://www.getepic.com/
https://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/

