
 
In Maths we will revisit number order and place 
value, number patterns and counting in steps of 2, 
5 and 10. We will be using the +  -  and = signs to 
add two and three numbers. Year one will continue 
to focus on working out equations and problems 
using numbers to 20 whereas Year 2 will be  
focusing above 20 and securing their knowledge  
of numbers to 100 and beyond. We will use 10p  
and 1p coins to secure their understanding of  
place value —how many tens and units are in a 2 
digit number.  Any discussion or help at home with  
number bonds or counting in a variety of steps 
would be valuable.  
 
We will also focus on telling the time to the hour 
and half past and will be looking at familiar UK 
coins and making amounts up to 30p using a variety 
of coins. We will look at doubles and near doubles - 
how these can help us work out calculations. We 
will also look at half and quarter of a shape or 
amount. There will be learning challenges and 
games available to enhance the children’s under-
standing of key  
concepts. 
 
We will link our learning about Christmas and 
Christmas around the world to History by finding 
out how people in our country celebrated  
Christmas 100 years ago - before technology took 
over the world! We will find out the answer to 
questions like: What would a child have got for 
Christmas 100 yeas ago? What did people do at 
Christmas before TV? How did they keep warm 
before central heating? 
 
As usual, at  least twice a week, they will have  
opportunity to participate in ‘Topic Time’ where 
they will develop their skills of co-operation and  
independence when they work with others on their 
own learning investigations and projects  -  
paintings, models, books or play an educational 
game / make a power point presentation—the  
focus of these times will be toys from the past, 
present and future! 
 
We will use computers and other technology every 
day in class to support our learning in English and 
Maths and to find out information about our topic 
About toys in the past on the Internet. 
 

 
We will be looking at the work of famous artists 
and painting winter inspired patterns and scenes 
for displays in the hall and corridor so look out  
for these! 
 
We will use music and dance to express ourselves 
in PE and will continue to enhance our Gymnastics 
work with apparatus as we stay indoors for PE in 
the Winter months! We will continue linking our  
PE to our keeping fit and healthy theme and  
think about how exercise is good for our bodies. 
 
As a reward for working hard, each week a child 
will be presented with the ‘learner of the week’ 
award.  We will be continuing to use Class Dojos  
as a reward for effort, participation and  
collaboration so please reinforce these terms  
at home with your child. 
 
Targets for Autumn 2 half term: 
 
Maths: Tell the time on an analogue clock to 
the hour and half past the hour. 
Reading: Answer questions about the thoughts  
and feelings of characters in stories / Locate  
information quickly using a contents page. 
Writing: Write carefully on the line and leave 
clear finger spaces when completing home  
learning. Use your phonics skills carefully to  
sound out new words. 
 
I hope that you find this information useful.  
Please note that information about Class 4’s  
Christmas concert, costumes and children’s  
individual parts will follow shortly. Staff will  
always be available before and  after school if  
you have any questions or comments, or wish to 
discuss your child’s progress and needs. 
 
Ms Wallis, Miss Jardine, Miss Loosemore. 
 
 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back to Class 4! I hope that you had a 
good week and that the following information will 
help you continue to support your child’s learning 
both at home and school.  
 
In the second half term, our topic is a history  
and RE based topic, based on the story DOGGER 
by Shirley Hughes. We will ask the question: ‘Is  
an Ipad better than your Grandparents’ toys?’  
and we will investigate toys from the past 
hopefully with the children’s grandparents help! 
We will be looking at how toys have changed over 
the past 50 years and will have experience of  
some of these toys and games in the classroom. 
Please discuss these ideas at home with your child 
and fill in the learning journeys each week with 
your child’s ideas about each of the topics given. 
We appreciate your help and support with  
Homework tasks and prefer an adult to support 
the children with their weekly home learning. 
 
In English we will continue with our daily Phonics 
and Guided Reading sessions to enhance the  
children’s confidence in decoding and  
comprehension skills. We will look at their  
spelling, punctuation and grammar in detail and  
ensure that we are all using correct punctuation 
and working on our spelling and grammar at the 
appropriate stage.  
 
We will have a focus on speaking and listening  
and do lots of talking in pairs and groups. We will 
focus on questions about our story and about the 
different types of toys and games that children 
played in the recent past. We will also be thinking 
about which toys people played with further into 
the past and why people celebrate and give gifts. 
 
We will look at how people celebrate Christmas 
around the world and compare this to other  
festivals from around the world such as Divali and 
Hannukah.  We will also look at stories from  
around the world including the story of Rama and 
Sita, from India. We will be putting on a  
Christmas production to enhance our Speaking and 
Listening skills and will be learning Christmas 
songs. We will listen to music from around the 
world and by famous composers,  with 
 a Christmas theme.  
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School Contact Details 

 
New Pastures Primary School 

Lower School 
Pitt Street 
Mexborough 

South Yorkshire 
S64 OLT 

 
Tel:- (01709) 583271 
Fax:- (01709) 578092 

 
Headteacher: Mrs P. Belnavis 

Deputy Head teacher:  Mr T. Purdy 
Class Teacher: Ms. V. Wallis 

Friday: Mrs D Pugh 
Classroom Assistants: 

Miss K. Jardine 
Miss M. Baldwin 

Student Teacher: 
Miss E Loosemore 

 

* Reminders * 
PE kits 

Each week your child will participate in two PE 
sessions. Children need to bring PE kits to 
school on Monday and leave it in school until 
Friday.  

  
All children must have appropriate PE kit 
and should not wear any jewellery including 
earrings. Our P.E. sessions are Wednesday 
afternoons and Friday Mornings. 

School times. 
The lower school doors open at 8:45 am and 
close at 9am The children begin the day with  
morning activities that give them the oppor-
tunity to consolidate their learning in all areas 
of the curriculum.  
 
We openly invite parents to come and join 
their children in their morning activities. This 
is a time during which you can speak to the 
staff about your child’s progress or any con-
cerns which you may have. 
 
Morning session: 9am-12pm 
Afternoon session 1.00pm-3.10pm 

Homework 
Homework is given out to all children on a  
Friday and will need to be handed in by the 
following Wednesday. Homework tasks will 
help consolidate what has been taught in 
class: one topic related, one Maths.  
 
Please can you also read at least twice a week 
and write in their planner. Please make sure 
your child brings their home-school planner 
and reading book to school every day. 
 
In addition to this, children have a weekly 
spelling book and can practise these at home 
along with days of the week and number 
names. 


