
English overview week beginning 4th May 2020 

Monday 

 

LO: To use a capital letter for names of places and people 

Listen to me reading the story ‘We’re Sailing Down the Nile’ again, but focus on 

finding the names of places. Can you tap the top of your head every time you hear 

the name of a place or a person? All of these words begin with a capital letter. 

How many of the people and places can you remember from the story? Take it in 

turns to say one each. 

Play https://kids.classroomsecrets.co.uk/resource/capitals-year-1-game-capital-

letters-for-names-2/ You will need your Kids Classroom Secrets login details. 

Please message me on Class Dojo if you haven’t yet requested this from me. 

Challenge: How many names of places near you, or people in your family can you 

list? 

Write a sentence using 2 of these names, remembering to use a capital letter for 

each one. 

Eg Claire lives in Mexborough. 

My dad, Andy, likes to go to Pastures Lodge. 

Tuesday 

 

LO: To retell a familiar story, using some story language 

Listen to the story again – can you hear a phrase ( a group of words) that are repeated lots of 

times in the story? 

Can you hear the words that rhyme? 

Play a rhyming game - https://www.roythezebra.com/reading-games/words-that-

rhyme-with-ug.html  

https://kids.classroomsecrets.co.uk/resource/capitals-year-1-game-capital-letters-for-names-2/
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Write down the words 

“Climb aboard the river boat, we’re sailing down the Nile!” 

So that your child can copy it. 

Use a piece of card, a strip cut from on old cereal box, for example, cut into the 

size and shape of a large book mark. Draw lines at the top so that your child can 

copy the words onto their book mark.  

Then let your child decorate their book mark with pictures of places they can 

remember from the story.  

You will be using this book mark later in the term to help you write a story. 

 

 

Wednesday 

 

 

LO: To retell a familiar story 

You can choose how you do today’s task. Some of you may want to do it as a small table top 

activity; some of you may want to use lego to build the places along the journey; some of you 

may want to make a big river outside in the garden and use different objects and toys to 

represent the different places; it’s up to you, just have fun! 

Listen to the story a little bit at a time and gradually build up your picture or creation with the 

different places along the way. However you are creating this, you should start with a river in 

the middle, so you can move along it as the story moves on, adding the different places along 

the way. 

When you have finished, can your child try and retell the story using their model to recall the 

different places? You could say the repeated phrase ‘Climb aboard the river boat, we’re sailing 

down the Nile.’ And then let your child fill in the places, or if this is too challenging, your child 

could say the repeated part and you could add in the places. Don’t worry if you can only 

remember a few! Your child might like to keep their model out to play with later, free play with 



this kind of model can really support a child’s use of vocabulary as they will often naturally 

narrate their play using language from the story. This helps to further embed the story to help 

them recall details when they have a go at writing the story. 

          
 

 

 

 



 

 

Thursday 

 

LO: To use vocabulary based on a read text 

Use the template below to write sentences about what you would see down the Nile. 

Make sure your child says clearly what they are going to write first. Count how many words 

they will write together. Your child should use phonics to segment new words (ie break the 

word down into chunks – r-i-v-er, s-ai-l-i-ng etc) 

Easier – give your child most of the next sentence, and then ask them to suggest a word to end 

the sentence with. Then work together to build the word to write by segmenting it (r-i-v-er, l-

oo-k) 

Challenge – Write out a whole section, including the repeated phrase (Climb aboard…) 

Can you make your second two lines rhyme like they do in the book? This is very tricky, but 

have a go! 

Friday LO: To say what I do and don’t like about a text 

What did you think of the story? 

Did you like it? Why?  

If not, why not? 

Did you have a favourite part? 

Would you recommend this book to someone else? 



 

Tell me what you think of the book using the word ‘because’ to give reasons for the way you 

feel. 

e.g. I liked the book because it rhymed. 

You must say your sentence out loud before you write, count how many words are in the 

sentence and then say which word you will write first. Don’t forget to start each sentence with 

a capital letter and end with a full stop. 

Read through what you have written at the end of each sentence and check for any mistakes. 

Key words that must be spelled correctly are: 

because like / liked  didn’t 
These words should be written on a piece of paper so that children can refer to them as they 

write. 

You can make your own, or there is a book review template saved in our Class Story on Class 

Dojo. 

Easier – think and say one good sentence to say whether you liked the book, or not, and why. 

Challenge and Y2 – use a range of conjunctions in your writing. Can you use the conjunctions 

and, so, but and or in your sentences? How many can you use altogether? 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Climb aboard the river boat, 

We’re sailing down the Nile. 



We’ll see 

______________________, 

In just a little while. 

 

Climb aboard the river boat, 

We’re sailing down the Nile. 



_______________________

_______________________

______________________. 
 


