
English overview week beginning 20th and 27th April 2020 

This half term we are focusing on Ancient Greece and we will be exploring Greek myths. We will be reading a few Greek myths but to start we 

will be looking at the myth of Theseus and the Minotaur. I have found an online version of the text which I have detailed below. This will be 

used as a ‘good’ example of a Greek myth and over these two weeks I would like your child to write this Greek myth in their own words (or 

they can use words from the text) using paragraphs, prepositions, inverted commas and wow vocabulary. I have added a day by day plan for 

you to use as a guidance. Please go at your own pace – I have broken the paragraphs down day by day as we try to encourage children to write 

quality amounts focusing on the language and punctuation they’re using rather than rushing to complete the task. If your child struggles with 

any of the activities please feel free to change and adapt to meet the needs of your child, after all you know them best! 

*Please note I have also uploaded some writing activities similar to the activities in the last learning pack as additional writing tasks if your 

child would like to use them*  

Reading – class text – Theseus and the Minotaur - Geraldine McCaughrean and Tony Ross pages 6-11 

I have included an extract from the text Theseus and the Minotaur. Please develop your child’s inference skills (reading between the lines) by 

using these question stems to talk to your child after reading. Please go to our school website and visit the ‘English’ page. You will find 

‘Reading Vipers’ for Key Stage Two which will help you with questioning your child. I have also provided some questions relating to the text 

which you can use.  

Alternatively, I have included some reading comprehension extracts and questions about Medusa and Sun Safety. Please use the extract and 

questions you feel is most suitable for your child.  

Banded readers 

I have registered the class with Oxford Owl. https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

If your child logs on to this site they can use our class log in- newpasturesclass5  

 Password- Tuffy1  

They can find ‘e’ readers on different books bands.  

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/


Spelling  

I would recommend practicing spelling the Year 1 and Year 2 common exception words with your child. I would recommend spending about 10-15 minutes 

each day on these. I have uploaded the list of these words. If your child is confident with these spellings I would then move on to spelling the Year 3/4 

common exception words which I have also uploaded.  

I would suggest playing spelling games such as pairs – write the words on a card and try to match.  

Kim’s game – write a selection of words out on individual cards. Have them facing upwards. Ask your child to look carefully at them, after a minute ask your 

child to close their eyes whilst you take a card away. Ask them to open their eyes, they need to guess which word is missing and spell it correctly. If your 

child spells it correctly they win a point.  

Spelling tennis – pick a word and each person says a letter from the word until the word has been spelt – e.g a-c-c-i-d-e-n-t  

I have also included a link which gives you more ideas to use when spelling with your child. https://www.ravensthorpeprimary.org.uk/Sparrowhawks-Year-

2/leaflet-spelling.pdf 

 

Monday LO: To make a prediction about a text.  
Look at the image of the front cover of the text. Looking at the front cover, ask your child – what do you think it 
might be about? Encourage your child to look for visual clues and anything interesting.  
Now watch this clip: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw 
 

Go back to your prediction – were you right?  
 
Explain that stories in Ancient Greek times were called myths and this is a Greek myth. Discuss the myth again, 
what happened at the beginning, middle and end?  
Who is the hero? 
Who is the villain?  
Do you like Theseus why/why not?  

 

https://www.ravensthorpeprimary.org.uk/Sparrowhawks-Year-2/leaflet-spelling.pdf
https://www.ravensthorpeprimary.org.uk/Sparrowhawks-Year-2/leaflet-spelling.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw


Tuesday LO: To use ambitious vocabulary to describe feelings.  

Discuss using really powerful adjectives to describe how Theseus is feeling at different points of the myth.  Use 

these as a discussion initially and then encourage your child to think of better words.  

• How does Theseus feel when he goes on the boat? 

• How does he feel when he meets the minotaur? 

• How does he feel when Adriane says that she wants to marry him?  
 
Encourage children to use these in sentences e.g. ‘When Adriane told me she wanted to marry me I felt shocked.  
 
If you feel their first attempt is not powerful encourage them to use an online thesaurus to improve their 
vocabulary.  
https://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/?ent=nice 

Encourage them to say the sentence, does that word make sense in the sentence?  

Wednesday LO: To use place prepositions.  
 
A preposition describes where something is (under, next to, above, behind, on top of, below, in the distance). 
Challenge your child to use a preposition to describe where the following things are: 

• The minotaur 

• Where did Theseus sit on the boat? 

• Where was the king? 

• Where was Adriane? 
 
Encourage your child to use these in a sentence e.g. Adriane stood at the top of the stairs.  
 
They need to say these to you – encourage them to listen to their sentences as they say it to make sure it makes 
sense.  

Thursday LO: To plan a Greek myth.  
 
Watch the clip again 

https://kids.wordsmyth.net/we/?ent=nice


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw 

 
Use our ‘boxing up’ planning format (uploaded separately) to plan your version of Theseus and the Minotaur. 
Remember that a new box means a new paragraph. Remember to use key phrases from the text and to use bullet 
points.  
 

Friday LO: To write the first paragraph of your myth.  
 
If needed watch the clip again. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw 

 
Write your first paragraph of your myth. Remember to start with a time adverbial e.g ‘A long time ago’. You also 
need to use excellent vocabulary and prepositions to specify where things are. In this paragraph you need to 
introduce Theseus and King Minos and explain why Theseus volunteers to travel to Crete. Have you used an 
extended noun phrase (two adjectives separated by a comma) to describe King Minos and Theseus? 

Monday LO: To write the second paragraph of your myth.  
If needed watch the clip again. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw 

 
Write your second paragraph of your myth. Remember to start with a time adverbial if time has passed  e.g ‘A few 
days later’. Remember in Ancient Greek times it would take a long time to sail from one place to another so it 
would be longer than a few hours to travel between places. You also need to use excellent vocabulary and 
prepositions to specify where things are. In this paragraph Theseus has arrived in Crete and he is the first to meet 
the minotaur. He also meets Adriane who is the daughter of King Minos and she helps him by giving him a ball of 
string.  Could you use some speech in this paragraph? If you use speech remember to use inverted commas and 
use a new line for a new speaker and to start speech with a capital letter!  
 

Tuesday LO: To write the third paragraph of your myth.  
 
If needed watch the clip again. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw


Write your third paragraph of your myth. You are able to use prepositions in this paragraph to describe where the 
Minotaur is and where Theseus is. Where does he hold the sword? Where does he put the string?  In this 
paragraph Theseus goes into the labyrinth and uses the string. He finds the minotaur and he is able to kill the 
creature. He finds his way out by using the string and Adriane asks if she can leave with him, he says yes!  
Again you are able to use inverted commas for speech and could describe what Adriane looks like by using an 
extended noun phrase.  
 

Wednesday  LO: To write the fourth paragraph of your myth.  
If needed watch the clip again. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw 

 
Write your fourth paragraph of your myth.  
 
In this paragraph Theseus, Adriane and the other prisoners leave Crete on the boat. Adriane tells Thesus that she 
wants to marry him because he is brave and handsome. Theseus does not want to marry her so he asks her to buy 
food from another island and then leaves her there!  
Again you are able to use inverted commas for speech and could use ambitious vocabulary by describing how 
Theseus feels when Adriane says she wants to marry him.  

Thursday LO: To make changes to your work and to perform it,  
 
Read your work through and check that it makes sense. If you have any words missing remember to add them. Go 
through this checklist, if you haven’t done any of these try to include them  

• Time adverbial 

• Preposition 

• Ambitious vocabulary 

• Inverted commas for speech 

• Paragraphs 
 
Another thing to think about is if you have included question marks and exclamation marks in your work. An easy 
way to do this is to have your character ask a question in speech. Remember if someone shouts you can use an 
exclamation mark that way!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw


 
Once you have revised your work you can post a picture of your myth and send it to me on class dojo or you could 
ask someone to video you reading it and send it to me on class dojo. I can’t wait to read your Greek myths! 

Friday Choose one of the Greek myths from the website below and share it with your child. Discuss what happens and 
how it is different to Theseus and the Minotaur.  
 

• https://www.storynory.com/category/myths/greek-myths/ 

 

https://www.storynory.com/category/myths/greek-myths/


 

 

 

 


