
Class five home learning- reading and writing 

Weeks commencing 29th June, 6th July, 13th July 

Learning Challenge Question-Why do so many people chose to go to the Mediterranean for their holidays?   

The focus this half term is the Mediterranean, and why it is a popular holiday destination. This is a geography based topic with lots of cross-

curricular links.  This will be the last learning pack and will last until the last day of term. If you would like any additional resources or 

suggestions about supporting your child’s learning please do send me a message on ClassDojo.  

The writing focus for the first week (29th June) is a letter. These lessons can be found on Oak National Academy. These lessons are based on a 

brilliant text called ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’ and have a reading into writing focus. I have also included a link to an online version of the text 

below.  

The writing focus for the second week is poetry. These lessons can be found on Oak National Academy – there are further details below.  

The writing focus for the final week (week beginning 13th July) is linked to the reading extracts and will be a continuation of the story which 

should include a problem that the characters face, how this is solved and an ending. Please note the planning lesson for this writing is planned 

for Monday, 13th July as well as writing the first paragraph. I would suggest sharing chapter 6 with your child and then discussing ways to 

continue the story – this will mean a shorter reading lesson.   If you feel it is too much to plan and then write the first paragraph in one day 

please go at your child’s pace.  

Please note if you haven’t finished the last piece of writing yet you can complete that before starting this new unit of work.  

Each day, there is a reading and writing activity. Try to get the children to collect words and phrases that they can use in their own writing.  

Please send me a message if you would like any of the suggested planning and home-learning printing off, I will be able to print this for you in 

school for you to collect from the upper school office. Most of the writing tasks need paper and pencil and a lot of the reading can be done via 

discussion or recording with paper and pencil.  

 

 



Week com. 29th June 2020 we are going to be reading the next chapter from The Mona Lisa Mystery by Pat Hutchins pages 21-30

 

Chapter Four – The Search 

Miss Parker declined the coffee that Mr Coatsworth had brought for her, but gulped the brandy from the hip flask that the French doctor 

offered her.  

The children were all for spreading out to look for the bearded stranger, but Mr Jones said that as the doctor had insisted on staying with Miss 

Parker until she felt better and as it was twelve o’clock, he’d rather they all stayed together and went to the refreshment room to have their 

packed lunches.  

They left the doctor and Miss Parker talking quietly together in French. “Well!” said Mr Jones, when the children were eventually seated in the 

refreshment room, so busy talking about the bearded stranger and the peculiar appearance and behaviour of Miss Parker that their cups of tea 

were getting cold. “I think the bearded man was only looking for porpoises.”  

“Why was he hanging around Hampstead then?” Avril demanded. “There ain’t no porpoises in Hampstead”.  

“Oh!” cried Jessica. “Perhaps he’s planning to kidnap us and hold us for ransom for a million dollars.”  

“Who’d want to pay a million dollars for us?” said Matthew.  

“Miss Parker!” shrieked Jessica, jumping up again and knocking over the bottle of tomato ketchup that Avril had insisted on bringing with her.  

“Would she?” asked Akbar in surprise.  

“No!” said Jessica scornfully. “The bearded stranger wants to kidnap her! You said – “Jessica stabbed her finger at Morgan – “that only a mad 

Frenchman would want to kidnap her. Well,” she continued breathlessly, “he looked mad to me! And, “she added, stabbing her finger at 

Morgan again, “you said he was driving a French car.” 



“Yes,” said Morgan thoughtfully, “but if it was Miss Parker he was after, what was he doing in Hampstead?”  

Mr Jones and Mr Coatsworth opened their mouths to speak, but Jessica squealing with excitement, jumped up again. “That’s why she’s dyed 

her hair!” she screamed. “So the kidnapper wouldn’t recognise her. She’s pretending to be a different person!”  

“And acting nice when she ain’t,” Avril muttered.  

“And wearing that big hat and scarf,” Akbar added, “so the kidnapper couldn’t see her face.” 

“And coming to Paris with us,” murmured Matthew, “so he won’t find her.”  

“And he’s wearing a false beard so she wouldn’t recognise him!” Sacha shouted. “That’s it Morgan!” 

But Morgan only shook his head slowly. “I don’t think do,” he said softly.  

“Neither do I,” said Mr Jones. “I think the bearded man just happened to be leaving Hampstead the same time as us to catch the ferry. He 

probably comes from Paris, which explains the Paris number plates. He just happened to be looking through his binoculars when we saw him. 

And Miss Parker had dyed her hair because she prefers yellow hair to black. And I also think,” he finished, “that you should eat your 

sandwiches before they go stale.” 

Class 3 (apart from Morgan, who was sitting with a puzzled frown on his face) were all convinced that there was a kidnapper on board the 

boat, and were too excited to eat very much.  

When it was obvious that the children didn’t want to finish their lunch, Mr Jones said they could go and look round the boat while he and Mr 

Coatsworth went to see how Miss Parker was, but they were to meet on the main deck when the ferry arrived at Calais.  

Some of the children had heard there was a fruit machine in the bar, and decided that was as good as any place to keep an eye open for the 

bearded stranger, and perhaps to win a bit of extra pocket money at the same time.  

Akbar, Avril and Jessica decided to look in the restaurant, in case he was lurking in there and Morgan, Matthew and Sacha thought that they’d 

try the top deck and work their way down.  

“What are we going to do if we see him?” Sacha asked, as they climbed up the stairs. “We can’t just go up to him and ask him if he’s a 

kidnapper.” He paused. “And he’s not likely to say yes, even if he is.”  



“I’m not sure he is a kidnapper,” said Morgan, as he made his way with Sacha and Matthew through the crowds of people who had gone up to 

the top deck to see the shores of France, which were now in view.  

“Then what do you think he’s up to? “Matthew asked.  

Morgan shook his head. “I don’t know,” he admitted.  

They circled the top deck, carefully studying everyone that came up the steps, but they could see no sign of the stranger.  

“I suppose we’d better go back to the main deck,” said Matthew, as the ferry approached Calais Docks. “We’ll be landing soon.” “Well he’s 

certainly not up here,” said Morgan, taking a final look at the passengers. “I’d recognise that beard anywhere.”  

“Maybe one of the others has spotted him,” said Sacha as they made their way down the steps.  

“They’re not there yet,” said Matthew, leaning over the side of the steps and looking down at the main deck where Miss Parker (having 

suggested that Mr Jones and Mr Coatsworth should go and find the children, as everyone was preparing to leave the boat) was still sitting, 

looking at a French newspaper with the doctor. 

“Crumbs!” exclaimed Matthew, beckoning furiously to Morgan and Sacha. “Look!” Beneath them, shuffling slowly along the almost deserted 

dock, was a bearded figure, and creeping stealthily behind it were Jessica, Avril and Akbar.  

“Wait!” Morgan cried, as Sacha and Matthew darted forward.  

“Too late,” he murmured as Avril threw herself at the man’s legs and with a resounding crash brought him down full length on the deck in 

front of the doctor and Miss Parker.  

 

 

 

 

  



Week com. 6th July 2020 we are going to be reading the next chapter of ‘The Mona Lisa Mystery’ by Pat Hutchins pages 30-43 

 

Chapter five – Mistaken Identity  

Miss Parker and the doctor glanced at each other in alarm as Jessica and Akbar, joined by Matthew and Sacha, started tugging furiously at the 

man’s beard.  

Morgan, who had been watching in dismay, ran down the steps calling to them, but the man’s shrieks drowned his words. 

“What on earth is going on?” shouted Mr Jones, who was running towards them, followed by Mr Coatsworth and the rest of Class 3, all yelling 

and adding to the uproar.  

“We’ve caught the kidnapper!” Jessica shouted, yanking at the beard again. Morgan, who still couldn’t be heard as everyone was shouting at 

once, put his fingers to his lips and blew. Everyone fell silent at the piercing whistle. “Jessica,” he said “you’ve got the wrong man, that’s not the 

man who was following us.” 

The man sat up as the children loosened their grip on him. His eyes narrowed as he glared at Miss Parker and the doctor.  

“Did you put these kids up to this?” he demanded.  

“No!” snapped Miss Parker. “It was a terrible mistake. Everything,” she added quickly. 

“It had better be,” he muttered, rubbing his chin as Mr Jones and Mr Coatsworth, apologising profusely, helped him up.  

“I’m terribly sorry,” said Mr Jones, as the man straightened his tie, his eyes darted nervously from the children to Miss Parker and then to the 

doctor. “I can’t think what came over the children.”  

“We thought we was helping,” said Avril stoutly. “We thought he was a kidnapper.” 

“That’s why we tried to pull his beard off,” said Akbar meekly. “We thought it was a false one.”  



“So Miss Parker wouldn’t recognise him,” Jessica added.  

“What’s all this nonsense and stuff about kidnappers?” Miss Parker demanded. “Why should I not recognise him?” She turned to the bearded 

man. “I told you it was all a terrible mistake!” she hissed.  

The doctor, who had been quiet throughout the commotion, was opening his phrase book again. “I-am-a-doc-tor,” he said. The bearded man 

snorted as the doctor’s eyes travelled down the book.  

“I-will-take-you-for-a-glass-of-bran-dy.” 

“And I will come also,” said Miss Parker softly, “and explain to you everything.” She glanced at Mr Jones. “This poor man is shocked. I will try to 

calm him down.” 

The bearded man scowled. “You won’t calm me down very easily,” he muttered. “But there’s a lot of explaining you can do.” 

The children, having been made to apologise, gazed after them forlornly as Miss Parker and the doctor led the complaining man to the bar.  

“Let that,” said Mr Jones sternly, “be a lesson to you. I don’t want to hear any more about bearded strangers, kidnappers, or disguises. Nothing! 

Nothing!” he repeated, raising his voice above Jessica’s who kept interrupting.  

“But, Sir!” cried Jessica again, shaking his arm. “Look!” 

Creeping towards the bar was another bearded man.  

“Crikey!” exclaimed Morgan. “That’s the one who was following us!” 

“After him!” screamed Avril, but the man, having heard Avril’s cry, turned, and seeing the crowd of children preparing to follow him, slipped into 

a doorway and disappeared.  

“Oh no you don’t!” Mr Jones thundered.  

“But he’s getting away,” protested Avril.  



“If I had a beard,” said Mr Jones grimly, “I’d want to get away from you lot too. The poor fellow obviously saw what you did to the other 

unfortunate chap. Now, I want no more of this nonsense, no more attacks on innocent passengers, and no more arguments,” he added, as 

Jessica opened her mouth to speak, but, thinking better of it, closed it again.  

 

Class 3 huddled together, gloomily watching the crew preparing the ferry for landing. Mr Jones and Mr Coatsworth talked quietly together, 

frowning occasionally as they glanced towards the children.  

“It’s funny,” Morgan murmured. “A second bearded stranger turning up and the first one disappearing.” 

A loudspeaker announcement, informing all passengers to return to their vehicles, interrupted him.  

 

Mr Jones and Mr Coatsworth joined the group of children.  

“When Miss Parker gets back,” said Mr Jones, “we’ll get you lot onto the bus where I can keep my eye on you.” He paused, looking around for 

the French teacher, but couldn’t see her among the people making their way to the vehicles.  

“Perhaps she’s waiting for us at the bus,” said Mr Coatsworth, as the few remaining passengers left the main deck.  

“I bet she’s been kidnapped!” Jessica hissed. “I knew he was the kidnapper all along. I bet he’s tied her up and thrown her overboard.” 

“What about the doctor?” said Morgan. “He couldn’t’ have thrown him overboard, he’s twice his size.” 

“Oh!” shrieked Jessica, ignoring Morgan and digging her elbow into Avril. “Sharks!” she pointed to the grey sea. “They must have got the scent 

of blood when he dumped their battered bodies into the sea!” She darted to the side of the ferry and peered into the murky water.  

“I don’t see no bodies,” said Avril.  

“Perhaps they’ve eaten them already,” Jessica whispered in awe. 

“They’re not sharks,” said Matthew. “They’re porpoises.” 

Mr Jones sighed wearily.  



“Jessica,” he said, “I don’t think poor Miss Parker’s body is floating in the sea. I don’t think she’s been eaten by sharks either. I think it’s more 

likely she’ll be waiting at the bus, as Mr Coatsworth suggested. So why don’t we go and see?” 

The children followed Mr Jones and Mr Coatsworth down to the car deck. They passed the French car on the way to the bus but it was empty.  

Morgan and Sachs would have liked to have a good look at it, but didn’t dare with Mr Jones right in front of them.  

“She’s not here,” said Jessica with satisfaction as they reached the bus. “I knew she wouldn’t be.” 

“I hope she hasn’t got lost,” said Mr Coatsworh, ushering the children on to the bus as the lorry at the front of the line started up its engine. Mr 

Jones leaned out of the door, glancing anxiously up and down the rows of vehicles. “Here she comes!” he cried, waving a map at the dishevelled 

figure that was running towards them.  

“Oh my!” the French teacher murmured breathlessly as Mr Jones helped her on to the bus. “I am so sorry to keep you waiting, but that poor old 

gentleman was so very upset. It took many glasses of cognac to calm down his nerves. It was fortunate that nice doctor was there to help,” she 

added softly, smiling into a mirror and sticking one of her eyelashes back on.  

Mr Coatsworth’s nostrils quivered expectantly when she took a huge bottle of perfume from her bag and sprayed it vigorously behind her ears. 

“And how are you feeling?” he murmured, putting the bus into first gear, and edging it forward.  

A driver in the car lane next to them hooted his horn, drowning Miss Parker’s reply. Another car hooted. Then another. Then all the drivers in 

the lane were pressing their horns.  

“What on earth is going on?” Mr Jones shouted above the noise. “Why aren’t they moving?” 

The children crowded to the back window for a better look.  

“There’s a car without a driver holding them up,” yelled Matthew. Morgan craned his neck to look. “It’s that French car,” he shouted, just as the 

bearded man who had been following them ran into view. He climbed into the car, shrugging his shoulders at the shaking fists of the other 

drivers, and started up the engine.  

“Strange,” Morgan murmured as the children returned to their own seats. But what was much stranger was the figure of the other bearded man, 

lying bound and gagged in a lifeboat.  



Week com. 13th July 2020 we are going to be reading the next chapter of ‘The Mona Lisa Mystery’ by Pat Hutchins pages 43-50

 

Chapter six – The Arrival 

Mr Jones let Miss Parker handle the passports as her French was so much better than his, but the French official, seeing a bus full of English 

schoolchildren, merely glanced at the passports, handed them back to Miss Parker, and waved the bus through.  

Morgan, Matthew and Sacha looked for the French car, but couldn’t see it in the heavy stream of traffic leaving the port.  

Mr Jones directed Mr Coatsworth through the streets of Calais towards the autoroute for Paris, while Miss Parker, frowning, read an article in 

the French newspaper that the doctor had given her.  

“Do you think we’ll recognise the car again?” asked Sacha as the bus turned on to the autoroute. “There must be hundreds of black Citroens in 

France.” 

“16 90 75,” Morgan said, producing a piece of paper from his pocket. “I wrote the number down.” 

Matthew who was gazing out at the road, blinked. “Hey!” he said. “Isn’t that the doctor?” 

Morgan and Sacha turned to look out of the back window.  

“Yes”, said Morgan, watching the big American car pull out and overtake them. “I expect he’s going to Paris too.” 

“M-Morgan,” stuttered Sacha.  

“Crikey!” shouted Morgan.  

Roaring up behind them was a black Citroen.  



“16 90 75!” Matthew yelled. “He’s following us again! Oh!” he added, perplexed, as the car overtook them and raced up the autoroute. They 

watched it until it was only a speck in the distance. Matthew and Sacha sank back in their seats, disappointed.  

“So he wasn’t following us after all,” muttered Sacha.  

“I could have sworn he was,” said Matthew, “the way he came tearing up behind us.” 

“Perhaps,” said Morgan thoughtfully, “he wasn’t following us in the first place. Perhaps,” Morgan said again, “he was following someone else 

and we just thought he was following us.” He frowned. “Sacha!” he said excitedly. “Do you remember in Hampstead when I said it was a 

coincidence that a car with Paris number plates was following us? Well there was a taxi in front of if.” 

Sacha nodded.  

“And on the motorway,” Morgan continued, “before the French car overtook us do you remember the taxi overtaking us?”  

Sacha nodded again.  

“Don’t you see?” cried Morgan. “The Citroen wasn’t following us, it was following the taxi. It was the taxi,” he added breathlessly, “that was 

following us!” 

“But why?” asked Matthew.  

“I don’t know,” Morgan admitted.  

Sacha thought for a moment. “But the taxi didn’t follow us all the way to the ferry,” he said. “How did he know we’d be on it?” 

“When the bus pulled into the ferry lane,” said Morgan, “it must have been obvious.” 

“So whoever was in the taxi was probably on the ferry too,” murmured Matthew, “but then why was the man from the Citroen watching us 

through the binoculars?” 

“Perhaps it wasn’t us he was watching,” said Morgan. “Perhaps he was looking for the person that was in the taxi.” He sighed. “I wish I knew 

who it was.” Suddenly he whistled. “On the boat!” he cried. “When Miss Parker and the doctor took the other bearded man to the bar, he started 

to follow them.” 



“Of course,” said Matthew, “but he started to run away when he realised we’d seen him.” 

“In that case,” said Morgan, “he must have been after the other bearded man, Miss Parker, or – “he paused – “the doctor.” He whistled again. 

“The doctor. It must have been the doctor!” He glanced out of the window. “And he’s following him right now!” 

“Yes,” said Sacha. “That must be it.” He frowned. “I wonder why?” 

“What I’m trying to work out,” said Morgan, “is not why he’s following the doctor, but why the doctor is following us.” 

The three boys sat silent in the back seat with puzzled expressions on their faces as the bus left the autoroute and drove through the sprawling 

outskirts of Paris. It wasn’t until the bus entered the wide avenue leading to the Boulevard Madeleine that they jumped up and joined the rest 

of Class 3, who were shouting and waving at the people sitting in the pavement cafes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



W/C 
29th 
June  
Week 
One 
 Day 
One 

 Reading 
Listen and read chapter four of The Mona Lisa Mystery.  As you read, try to think what will happen next.  Did you guess that the events in chapter 
four would happen in your prediction from last week? Do you want to change your prediction? Try to make a prediction – ‘I predict that…’ try to use 
one idea then use this to think about what might happen next, what the problem might be, how the problem is solved and how the story might end.  
Make a list of all the words you are unsure of, guess their meaning and then use a dictionary to find out their meaning. E.g. ransom, gulped, peculiar  
Writing 
The focus over this week will be letter writing. This will be based on a text called ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’. The lesson is on Oak National Academy. 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/reading-comprehension-summary 
Please note the focus for this lesson is reading but as it links with the writing outcome for this week I would suggest following this lesson as well as 
the suggested reading activity above as this will link with a writing outcome for the final week.  
There is also an online version of ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’ which may be useful to share with your child 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=489micE6eHU 

Day 
Two 

Reading  
Read the fourth chapter again.  Ask your child if they have any ‘I wonder’ questions about the text e.g. ‘I wonder if they are being followed?’ or ‘I 
wonder who the doctor is?’ Today’s task is to visualise characters from the text. Use a piece of paper and split into 4 sections – each section will be 
for a visualisation of a character – the characters to visualise are Morgan, Matthew, the bearded stranger and Akbar. 
Writing 
Please go to Oak National Academy for this lesson https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/reading-comprehension-word-meaning 
Again this is a reading focus but I feel would benefit your child as the writing links to the text.   

Day 
three 

Reading- 
Answer questions about the text.   
Where are Class 3 going? 
What does ‘squealed’ mean? (choose one) 
to cry 
a loud, high pitched noise 
an animal that lives in the sea 
to shout 
 
Why does Avril throw herself at the man’s legs? 
What does ‘they circled the top deck’ mean? 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/reading-comprehension-summary
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=489micE6eHU
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/reading-comprehension-word-meaning


 
Writing  
Please go to Oak National Academy for this lesson. https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/identifying-the-features-of-a-text 
This is a ‘reading into writing’ lesson. It may also benefit your child to watch the video of ‘The Day the Crayons Quit’ again.  
  

Day 
Four 

Reading-  
Answer questions about the text.  
What does beckoning mean? (choose one) 
he look at someone 
to make a gesture which tells someone to follow them 
he saw David Beckham 
to shout at someone 
 
Why might the children want extra pocket money? 
What does keep an eye open mean?  
 
Writing 
The focus of this lesson is subordinating conjunctions. (A subordinating conjunction joins two clauses together examples are when, if, that, because). 
This lesson is on Oak National Academy https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/spag-focus-subordinate-clauses 
 

Day 
Five 

Reading-  
Today the focus will be on summarising the chapter. Can you use these ideas to write a short summary of the chapter? This could also be a 
discussion.  
Who are the characters? 
Where are they going?  
Where is the chapter set?  
What is the problem?  
Writing 
In this lesson you will be writing your letter to Duncan as a crayon! Please go to Oak National Academy for this lesson: 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-write-a-letter   

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/identifying-the-features-of-a-text
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/spag-focus-subordinate-clauses
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/to-write-a-letter


Week 
Two   
W/C 
6th July 
Day 
One  

Reading 
 
Listen and read chapter five of The Mona Lisa Mystery.  As you read, try to think what will happen next.  Make a list of all the words you are unsure 
of, guess their meaning and then use a dictionary to find out their meaning.  
 
Writing 
 The focus over this week will be poetry. The lesson can be found on Oak National Academy. https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/poetry-
reading-comprehension-word-meaning-b74973 
Please note the focus for this lesson is reading but as it links with the writing outcome for this week I would suggest following this lesson as well as 
the suggested reading activity above as this will link with a writing outcome for the final week.  
 

Day 
two 

Reading 
Read the fifth chapter again.  Ask your child if they have any ‘I wonder’ questions about the text e.g. ‘I wonder who the other bearded man is?’ or ‘I 
wonder where the bearded man had been’? Do they have any other questions about the text? Ask your child – what do you think will happen next? 
Ask your child to make a brief summary of the chapter.  
Who are the characters? 
Where are they going?  
Where is the chapter set?  
What is the problem?  
Writing 
Please go to https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/poetry-reading-comprehension-inference 
Again this is a reading focus but I feel would benefit your child as the writing links to the text.   

Day 
three 

Reading 
Read the chapter again and answer the following questions:  
What does ‘glanced’ mean? (choose one) 

to look at something 

a short look at something  

to stare at something 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/poetry-reading-comprehension-word-meaning-b74973
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/poetry-reading-comprehension-word-meaning-b74973
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/poetry-reading-comprehension-inference


Why did all the vehicles start hooting their horns? 

What do the children not see at the end of the chapter? 

Writing 
Please go to Oak National Academy for this lesson. https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/poetry-identifying-the-features-of-a-text 

This is a ‘reading into writing’ lesson. 

Four  Reading 
Read the chapter again and answer the following questions:  
 
Name three characters in this chapter.  
 
Why does Mr Jones want to keep his eye on the children? 
 
What does ‘the doctors eyes travelled down the book’ mean? 
Writing  
Please go to Oak National Academy for this lesson. https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/poetry-spag-focus-expanded-noun-phrases 
The focus of this lesson is expanded noun phrases which the children have covered in school before.  

Five Reading 
Answer the following questions:  
 
Number the sentences below from 1 to 4 to show the order they are described in the extract.   
Lots of cars and buses beep their horns because of the empty car 
The children grab the bearded man’s legs 
They all go back to the bus 
Nobody sees the man in the lifeboat 
 
Why does Mr Jones sigh wearily?   
 
Writing 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/poetry-identifying-the-features-of-a-text
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/poetry-spag-focus-expanded-noun-phrases


This is the final lesson in this unit and will be poetry writing. Please go to Oak National Academy for this lesson 
https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/poetry-write-a-sound-poem 
I would love to hear your poems so you could ask an adult to video you reading it aloud and send it to me.  
 
 

Week 
three  
W/C 
13th 
July  
Day 
one 

Reading 
Listen and read chapter six of The Mona Lisa Mystery.  As you read, try to think what will happen next.  Make a list of all the words you are unsure of, 
guess their meaning and then use a dictionary to find out their meaning.  
 
Writing  
This unit of writing is a story. As we haven’t read the whole story of ‘The Mona Lisa Mystery’ I would like your child to continue writing this story and 
to use their own ideas for what the problem will be, how it is solved and what happens at the end. In this lesson you will be planning out As it is an 
adventure story please encourage your child to make it exciting and to use paragraphs as detailed in the boxed up planning sheet.  I would also 
suggest sharing chapter 6 (you will be reading this next week in reading) as they will continue the story from here.  
 
Remember you are writing the rest of the story of ‘The Mona Lisa Mystery’. The characters can be the same but it needs to continue the story from 
where we have left it in the reading lessons and have something exciting happen and a problem solved. Remember to explain who the villain in the 
story is and why they are bad. Write the first paragraph of your adventure story.  Remember to use a title.  This paragraph needs to continue from 
chapter six. Remember to explain why your characters are in this country (holiday or school trip for example) and who they are with. What happens 
next? Do they see the bearded man again? Or do they see someone else who is suspicious?   
Remember to: 

 Use paragraphs 

 Use inverted commas and use a new line for a new speaker 

 Use subordinating conjunctions 

 Use question marks and exclamation marks 

 Start a paragraph with a fronted time adverbial 

 Use fronted adverbials throughout the story  
I have also attached a self-assessment sheet which can be referred to when writing to remind children of the things they need to use. 
 

https://classroom.thenational.academy/lessons/poetry-write-a-sound-poem


You may want to break this into two lessons and plan the story before writing the first paragraph. Or you could link it to your reading and discuss 
ways you could continue the story.  

Day 
two 

Reading 
Read chapter six again and make a prediction about what you think will happen next.  
 
Writing  
Write the second paragraph. Remind your child that they need to make the story exciting as it is an adventure story and this story is meant to be 
exciting. What is the problem going to be? Remember this is the most exciting part! Where does the problem occur? Is the problem to do with the 
bearded man or is it someone else? 
 

Day 
three 

Reading 
Today the focus will be on summarising the chapter. Can you use these ideas to write a short summary of the chapter? This could also be a 
discussion.  
Who are the characters? 
Where are they going?  
Where is the chapter set?  
What is the problem?  
 
Writing  
 
Write the third paragraph. Remember this is where the problem is solved. Remember to describe how the problem is solved and who solves it? 
What do they have to do to solve the problem? The villain of the story needs to be revealed and why they have done the bad thing in the story. 
What happens to the villain? What happens to Miss Parker? What happens to the children? 

Day 
four 

Reading 
Answer the following inference questions:  
 
How are the children feeling when they arrive in the outskirts of Paris? How do you know? 
Why do you think Morgan wrote the car registration down? 
How is Miss Parker feeling when she’s reading the newspaper? How do you know? 
 



Writing  
Continue writing– writing ending. This is the last paragraph so needs to tie everything together. How does it end? What happens to the children? 
What happens to the other characters? Do they enjoy the rest of their trip? What do they do on the rest of their trip? What happens when they 
return home? 

Day 
five 

Reading  
Answer the following questions: 
 
Why does Morgan think that the doctor is going to Paris? 
Why does the French official only glance at the passports?  
Why do the boys have puzzled expressions on their faces at the end of the chapter? 
 
Writing  
Share your writing with an adult or with a brother or sister. Remember to use lots of expression. Do they like it? How could you make it better? Use 
your self assessment sheet to see what you could do better next time. You could ask an adult to video you reading it aloud and send it to me. I would 
love to hear them! Remember I want a really exciting, adventure story to keep me entertained! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Resources for this unit of English 

Star words are words we are trying to use in our writing. They need to be words that are new to us and words we wouldn’t normally use. A 

good resource for this is a thesaurus-you can find on line ones.  

Star word  Break it into syllables  Write it into a sentence  Draw a picture to remind 
myself  

What does it mean?  

E.g. mystery mys-ter-y She couldn’t find the map, 
it was a mystery!  

 When something is 
difficult or impossible to 
understand or explain.  

     
 

     
 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Box it up planner  

Opening 
Who are the characters?  
What are they doing when they arrive in Paris? 
Do they see the bearded man again?  

 
 
 
 
 

Problem 
Describe the problem in the story – this could 
be the bearded man or it could be another 
character. They need to do something really bad 
which has to be solved by the children.  

 
 
 
 
 

Resolution  
The problem is solved.  
Describe how the problem is solved. 
Who solves the problem?  
Is the villain punished? 
Does Mr Jones believe the children? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ending 
What happens at the end of the story? 
What happens to the children? 
What else do they do in Paris?   
What happens when they return home or back 
to school?   

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purpose: I am learning to write a narrative.  
Purpose: to entertain.  
Audience: Miss Cooke  

To do this I need to: Red Yellow Green Blue 

Use adjectival phrases to describe     

Write 4 paragraphs     

Use time adverbials followed by a comma     

Use a range of fronted adverbials      

Use exclamation marks     

To use question marks      

Use subordination (when, if, because, that)      

Use inverted commas for speech      



Grammar and punctuation activities to support this unit of learning 

 https://superbrainybeans.com/english/punctuation/year-3-4/   -variety of punctuation activities 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhrrd2p  -a lot of grammar activities for the children to practise 

Spelling- 

As this is the last learning pack I would like you to continue learning and practising the Year Two common exception words (the list is 

attached.) Can you spell all the words on this list? Try to learn how to spell the words which you are unable to spell. Look at the different 

strategies to help you to learn these new words. If your child is confident spelling the Year Two words please continue to practise spelling the 

Year 3/4 common exception words. I have also attached these. Try using different strategies to the ones you used last time and use different 

words. If your child is struggling with a particular set of words please keep practising these.  

There are many approaches and strategies that we teach children to use depending on the type of word being taught. Some words can be spelt through 

segmenting the word into syllables E.g. Skip/ ing. However, there are many ‘naughty’ words in the English language that need a different approach! Please 

find below a wide variety of activities and games for you to try at home.  

Segmenting words into 
sounds 

Isolate each of the phonemes (sound) in the word then write the grapheme (letter) one at a time. if children are 
unsure of a grapheme, for example a vowel digraph, leave blank and come back to it – for example chief 
ch__f  

Syllables  Listen to and clap the syllables in a longer word, repeat writing each syllable as you say it. Extend the idea of 
phoneme frames and create syllable boxes – focus on the tricky syllable in the word. 

chim  
 

pan zee 

 

Over stressing letters- ‘say 
it silly’ 

Pronounce the unstressed or schwa sound in words pe -o- ple, el-e- pha 
choc-o-late 

Analogy Use the words you already know to help you with a knew word e.g. weigh, sleigh, neigh. 

Break up tricky spellings Split the word at the difficult point  

https://superbrainybeans.com/english/punctuation/year-2/%20%20%20%20-variety
https://superbrainybeans.com/english/punctuation/year-2/%20%20%20%20-variety
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhrrd2p


fri – end / friend, Wed- nes-day.  
Highlight the tricky part or write it in a different colour 

Find words in words what - has a hat  
there is a rat in - separate 

Pyramid words This helps children to think about each letter separately  
P 

 pe 
 peo 

 peop  
peopl 

 people 
Silly spelling sentences Make up a silly phrase or sentence to remember the word 

 necessary – one collar, two sleeves  
could - o-u- lucky duck  
because –big elephants can always use small exits 

Activities to develop their 
visual recognition Write 
words onto cards. 

Place the cards face up-ask your child to look at them. 
 Ask your child to turn away-remove a card-Which one have you removed?  
Play pairs with word cards.  
Play a game of snakes and ladders where the person who lands on a snake has to spell a word from the cards before they 
can move on.  
How many times can they write the word in one minute-old newspapers and felt tips are good for this.  
Cut words up and ask your child to put the word back together again.  
Playing word games with them, such as: 
 o hangman 
 o Boggle 
 o Scrabble 

 

Further spelling on 

Phonics play Username-march20   Password-home  

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/#  

https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/


These are further suggestions for supporting your child’s spelling which I also included in your last learning pack.  

I would suggest playing spelling games such as pairs – write the words on a card and try to match.  

Kim’s game – write a selection of words out on individual cards. Have them facing upwards. Ask your child to look carefully at them, after a 

minute ask your child to close their eyes whilst you take a card away. Ask them to open their eyes, they need to guess which word is missing 

and spell it correctly. If your child spells it correctly they win a point.  

Spelling tennis – pick a word and each person says a letter from the word until the word has been spelt – e.g. a-c-c-i-d-e-n-t  

I have also included a link which gives you more ideas to use when spelling with your child. 

https://www.ravensthorpeprimary.org.uk/Sparrowhawks-Year-2/leaflet-spelling.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ravensthorpeprimary.org.uk/Sparrowhawks-Year-2/leaflet-spelling.pdf


 

 

 





Further reading- 

Banded readers 

I have registered the class with Oxford Owl. https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/ 

If your child logs on to this site they can use our class log in- newpasturesclass5  

 Password- Tuffy1  

They can find ‘e’ readers on different books bands.  

Further reading sites 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/ 

https://authorfy.com/ 

 

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/
https://authorfy.com/

