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P.E. kits 
We will continue to send kits 
home at the end of the week for 
washing.  Please remember to 
return them after the weekend. 
Children will also need some 
trainers or pumps for outdoor 
PE. 
 
Coats and clothes 
Children still need a raincoat, 
such as a pack a mac, everyday, 
which can be kept in their book 
bag as we always play out even if 
it rains.  Children also need their 
jumper or cardigan every day as 
it can be quite cool in class until 
the sun comes round and we still 
need to keep windows open for           
ventilation. Lots of names have 
faded from labels, so please 
check that all items of clothing 
still have your child’s name 
clearly marked.   
 
Sun protection 
Please send a labelled hat and 
sunscreen for warmer days.  
Please note that we are unable 
to help apply sunscreen, so you 
may wish to apply a long lasting 
one before coming to school. 

Mrs Mason, Miss Hodgson and 
Mrs Pugh 

 
Outdoor day 
Monday afternoon is still our    
outdoor afternoon.  Please 
provide a cheap or old pair of 
trainers or wellies to help 
keep school shoes clean.  
 
Water Bottles 
Don’t forget that children 
need to bring their own           
labelled water bottles each 
day to make sure they are well 
hydrated. 
 
Classdojo 
Remember to use the        
messaging system to keep in 
touch.  If it is something that 
you need to speak to me about,  
send a message and we will 
sort something out. 
 
 
 
Thank you for your ongoing 
support. 



Reading 
I know I say it every time, but 
reading with your child regularly 
for 5-10 minutes really does have a 
massive impact on their progress.  
Ask your child to sound out the 
words they don’t know then blend 
them to read them. Where there 
are digraphs or trigraphs  (two or 
three letters that make one sound) 
such as ch, ee or igh ask them if 
they can spot a digraph/trigraph  - 
especially if they are trying to 
sound out each letter separately. 
If they can’t   remember the 
sound, just tell them and move on. 
 
Also use this as an opportunity to 
spot the Key Words or Common  
Exception words your child is  
learning. These are words which 
can’t be sounded out and children 
need to learn by sight.  Often they 
find it harder to read them in their 
book than when reading the words 
on their own.  Always give lots of 
praise for the effort your child 
puts in and for specific things they 
do well, such as blending sounds  
together to read, recognizing 
Key/Common Exception words or 
reading words they know on sight. 
 
Bedtime stories are a must as well 
as school books, to help promote a 
love of reading. 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back!  I can’t believe it 
is already the last half term!  
 
Topic 
Our main topic this half term is 
‘What is it like in the Atlantic 
Ocean?’  We will be learning to       
locate it on the globe and world 
maps and finding out what it is 
like under the waves, what lives 
there and what they eat!  We will 
be creating 3-D sculptures of life 
in the ocean and performing a   
waterproofing experiment as we 
investigate how animals stay dry 
and warm.  We will read the story 
‘The Storm Whale’ and the non-
fiction book ‘The Big Whale’.  We 
will do some research and make 
our own non-fiction books.  We 
will also learn how we can be 
healthy, taste testing smoothies 
and designing and making our own! 
 
Year One children only 
As part of our SRE curriculum we will 
learn about  the physical  differences 
between boys and girls, use the     
correct names for parts of the body 
and appreciate that some parts of the 
body are private. We will be using the 
correct terminology for body parts. 
 
Please contact Mrs Mason if you 
would like to know more about this. 
 

Phonics 
The reception children have now 
met all the graphemes which they 
need to learn this year and we 
will now focus on reading and 
spelling these in words with     
adjacent consonants such as 
green, boost and trunk and   
learning some more tricky words!  
Year One children are working on 
Phase 5 of phonics. This has new 
ways of spelling sounds we have 
already learned (such as the ee in 
see, sea, donkey and theme) and     
different ways of pronouncing 
spellings we have already come 
across (such as ow in cow and 
grow). 
 
Learning With Parents 
 
It has been great to see your 
photos and comments of children 
accessing these activities at 
home.  There are some really 
helpful videos to explain the    
different concepts we are   
learning in Math’s and English. 
 www.learningwithparents.com.  
Our   Class Code is 739234  
 
If you haven’t yet signed up or 
need any help with it, please let 
me know. 


