
Class Four home learning Reading and writing Week com. 1st June Three weeks Unit   Learning Challenge Question- What 

would I see if I went deep sea diving?  

We are going to be learning about different sea creatures and plants in science and using this to help us write our own deep-sea diaries.  

We are going to be reading books about the Oceans and seas.  

Week com. 1st June the first book we are going to be reading is- 

Dougal’s Deep-Sea Diary by Simon Bartram.  
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It would be good to research sea creatures before you begin this unit so you can use their names etc.  

 1st June 

One 

week 

Day One 

 Reading We are going to learn how to predict and infer (read between the lines) from the pictures. Also think carefully 

about what you already know about divers and under the sea.  Look carefully at each picture before you read the 

story-Try to use these sentence starts ‘I think… because…, He feels… because…, He can see…, He can hear… He can touch… 

Now read the diary to yourself-we will go back to it tomorrow.  

Writing 

Watch  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IyFpZ5MZ7kk  / The carnival of the animals-the aquarium.  

Try to name some of the creatures-noun 

Try to use an adjective to describe the creature 

Add a movement word (verb) 

Add a conjunction -joining word and end the sentence.  

Eg. The translucent jelly fish floated gently so Dougal held out his hand.  

The colourful fish darted quickly as Dougal dodged between them.  

 

Day Two Reading re-read the story. As you read each page try to complete these sentence starts about the diary and pictures. - I 

wonder why…  I have noticed… 

Writing 

 For extra practise on adjectives and verbs  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrqqtfr 

Also on https://www.teachitprimary.co.uk/vocabulary-punctuation-grammar-foundation-ks1/word-classes  

There are lots of grammar activities to support writing 

Day 

three 

Reading-Re-read the diary. Put these events in the right order by putting a number next to each one 

Dougal travelled to work on a train each day. 

He discovered an ancient treasure chest. 

Dougal helped with the Dolphin show. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IyFpZ5MZ7kk
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zrqqtfr
https://www.teachitprimary.co.uk/vocabulary-punctuation-grammar-foundation-ks1/word-classes


Dougal discovered Atlantis. 

Dougal missed the train to work. 

He was given a submarine by the people of Atlantis. 

The dolphins heaved the chest to the surface. 

Dougal went for a swim in the mid-Atlantic.  

Writing  

Can you spot adverbs in the diary-how Dougal did something Eg. Hungrily.  

Try to create new adverbs from these words-what are the spelling rules for words ending in ‘y’ 

Go to https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/category/gps/year-3-gps/spring-block-1-adverbs/ 

It’s in the year three block but some good activities on adverbs.  

 

Day 

Four/ 

Five  

Writing 

Planning a diary After you have researched sea creatures, you need to write your own deep sea diary. Look at the way 

Dougal has laid his out with days and times at the side. Remember to use ‘I’ 

To make your diary really interesting you could add great describing words and adverbs to describe how Dougal and the 

creatures do things. I have attached a possible layout for your diary but you could make your own by folding paper.  

Write this diary over a few days-you might come up with some new ideas.  

Week 

Two 

Day one 

/ Two 

Research 

Non-fiction reading and making notes -see the learning challenge planner for useful websites etc  

Making your own non fiction book on sea creatures  

To make a non-fiction book you need to first do some research about different sea creatures. Decide how you will 

divide your book into sections-you could make a book just about sharks or you could make a book about a few different 

creatures.  

When you research, you need to find out-what does the creature look like, how does it move, what is its diet? Where 

does it live? What strange facts do you know? 

You need to begin by reading and finding out-put new words and facts under the headings. You could use a box it up sheet like 

below. 

https://classroomsecrets.co.uk/category/gps/year-3-gps/spring-block-1-adverbs/


 Days 

three-

Five  

Write up your information-remember to use technical vocabulary, write facts in groups with mini headings, add diagrams 

with labels, re-read and think would my friends find this book useful? 

 

Resources for this unit of English 

Star words are words we are trying to use in our writing. They need to be words that are new to us and words we wouldn’t 

normally use. A good resource for this is a thesaurus-you can find on line ones.  

Star word  Break it into syllables  Write it into a 

sentence  

Draw a picture to 

remind myself  

What does it mean?  

Eg. Predator  Pred/a/tor A shark is a large 

predator.  

 A creature that eats 

another creature 

(prey). 

     

 

     

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 



The creatures I am researching are: 

What does it look like?  

 

 

 

What is its habitat? 

 

 

 

 

What does it eat? 

 

 

 

 

How does it move? 

 

 

 

 

What other facts are there? 

 

 

 

 

New vocabulary  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Grammar and punctuation activities to support this unit of learning 

https://superbrainybeans.com/english/punctuation/year-2/    -variety of punctuation activities 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkxxsbk    

 -a lot of grammar activities for the children to practise including work on verb tenses which is useful for story 

writing   

 

Spelling- 

 Better to spend 10-15 minutes each day on these spellings  

Year Two common exception word list. Can you spell all the words on this list? Try to learn how to spell the words you are 

unable to. Look at the different strategies to help you learn these new words.  

 

New Pastures Primary School Spelling advice for parents  

These are the expectations in spelling for children who reach the end of key stage one- 

To be able to spell:  

 words containing each of the 40+ phonemes already taught 

 common exception words-see the list  

 the days of the week 

 name the letters of the alphabet 

 adding prefixes and suffixes:  

 using the spelling rule for adding –s or –es as the plural marker for nouns and the third person singular marker for verbs 

https://superbrainybeans.com/english/punctuation/year-2/%20%20%20%20-variety
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkxxsbk


 using the prefix un– 

 using –ing, –ed, –er and –est where no change is needed in the spelling of root words [for example, helping, helped, helper, eating, 

quicker, quickest] 

 apply simple spelling rules 

 

There are many approaches and strategies that we teach children to use depending on the type of word being taught. Some words can 

be spelt through segmenting the word into syllables Eg. Skip/ ing. However, there are many ‘naughty’ words in the English language that 

need a different approach! Please find below a wide variety of activities and games for you to try at home- 

Segmenting words into 

sounds  

Isolate each of the phonemes (sound) in the word then write the grapheme (letter) one at a time 

If children are unsure of a grapheme, for example a vowel digraph, leave blank and come back to it – for example 

chief 

ch _  f 

Syllables  Listen to and clap the syllables in a longer word, repeat writing each syllable as you say it. 

Extend the idea of phoneme frames and create syllable boxes – focus on the tricky syllable in the word. 

chim pan zee 
 

Analogy Use the words you already know to help you with a knew word 

 eg  weigh , sleigh , neigh. 

Over stressing letters- 

‘say it silly’  

Pronounce the unstressed or schwa sound in words  pe -o- ple,  el-e- phant 

choc-o-late. 

Break up tricky spellings  Split the word at the difficult point  

 fri – end / friend, Wed- nes-day. 

Highlight the tricky part or write it in a different colour 

Find words in words what -  has a hat 

there is a rat in  - separate 

Pyramid words This helps children to think about each letter separately 

p  

pe  

peo  



peop 

 peopl  

 people 

Silly spelling sentences Make up a silly phrase or sentence to remember the word 

necessary – one collar, two sleeves 

could  - o-u- lucky duck 

because –big elephants can always use small exits. 

Activities to develop their 

visual recognition  

Write words onto cards. 

Place the cards face up-ask your child to look at them. Ask your child to turn away-remove a card-Which one have 

you removed? 

Play pairs with word cards. 

Play a game of snakes and ladders where the person who lands on a snake has to spell a word from the cards before 

they can move on. 

How many times can they write the word in one minute-old newspapers and felt tips are good for this.  

Cut words up and ask your child to put the word back together again. Playing word games with them, such as: 

o hangman 

o Boggle 

o Scrabble 

 

 
 



 

Further spelling on 

Phonics play Username-march20   Password-home  

https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/assets/resources/shared 

Further reading- 

Banded Readers I have registered the class with Oxford Owl. If your child logs on to this site they can use our class log in- 

Newpasturesclass4  Password- Meerkat4. They can find ‘e’ readers on different books bands.  

Further reading sites 

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/ 

https://new.phonicsplay.co.uk/assets/resources/shared
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/bookfinder/


 


